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SAINTS are preparing to head 
across the Atlantic as Claude 
Puel starts to ramp up prepa¬ 
rations for his first season in 
charge of the club. 

Saints fly to Baltimore on Monday 
for the first of two overseas trips 
ahead of the new Premier League 
campaign, which is little over a month 
away, writes ADAM LEITCH. 


The trip to America is for commer¬ 
cial as well as footballing reasons, 
with Baltimore chosen specifically as 
it is the home of Under Armour, the 
club’s new kit manufacturers. 

Saints will visit the company’s head¬ 
quarters during their trip, which also 
sees academy coaches delivering clin¬ 
ics to local teams as part of the club’s 
ambitious programme to expand their 
presence in the USA. Cont on P3. 
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Still searching for 
a new Galaxy? 

Whoever you are, and whatever vehicle you’re looking 
for, why not cast your eye over Exchange & Mart first? 
As the UK’s longest established car-buying specialists, 
we have an unrivalled presence across the UK 
- in all your local areas. 

Check us out today, and see just how easy finding the 
right car for your lifestyle can be. 


ExchangeandMart 
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Adam Rant 






EFL Trophy has to 
be the end point 


Revamped JPT 
can’t start move 
for Prem B teams 


JUST when you thought you 
could forget once and for all 
about the Johnstone’s Paint 
Trophy you hear Saints are 
going to enter it again. 

It’s not actually the JPT now - it’s 
called the EFL Trophy, mainly be¬ 
cause of a rather odd rebrand of the 
Football League and the lack of a 
sponsor. 

It is six years since Saints lifted the 
trophy at Wembley, part of their first 
season in League One before the rap¬ 
id revival made major strides. 

Now they are almost certain to 
return to the competition with a 
youthful team, as one of 16 clubs 
with top rated academy sides who 
have been invited to enter. 

For the Football League, it’s a way 
of trying to add a bit of extra inter¬ 
est and glamour to a competition 
which needs all the help it can get 
in that respect, and, they will hope, 
give a little attendance boost to its 
clubs at some stage too. 

The format is odd, with a group 
stage that awards a point for a draw 
but an extra point if you then win a 
penalty shootout after 90 minutes. 

For the Premier League, it’s all 
part of a wider restructuring. 

The truth is that there hasn’t been 
a satisfactory system developed 
since reserve team football was 
scrapped. 

The intentions of doing so were 
noble - try and promote youth de¬ 
velopment at top flight clubs, clear 
the pathway from academy to first 
team, and, in the process, a new gen¬ 
eration of home-grown talent. 

Inevitably, it hasn’t really worked. 

If youngsters are good enough they 
will get through the system regard¬ 
less. If they are not then it doesn’t 
matter whether they are playing for 
the under-21s, or the development 
team, or whatever else, ahead of an 
established fringe player, they sim¬ 
ply won’t get in. 

The new system will also see the 
under-21s league scrapped and re¬ 
placed by Premier League 2, which 
is an under-23s division. 

Some Football League clubs have 
objected to the Premier League com¬ 
ing into their territory. 

In terms of this competition spe¬ 
cifically there seems little wrong 
with it. Surely this is something that 
works for everybody Young players 
will get a chance to actually play 
some professional sides. That is a 


Dean Hammond and Kelvin Davis lift the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy at Wembley in 2010 


great thing for development. 

They will play in proper stadiums, 
in proper atmospheres, under real 
pressure. No training ground game 
in the world against another un- 
der-21 side can replicate that. 

One major problem remains that 
you can still have five outfield play¬ 
ers over 21. Surely it is either for 
youth teams or not. 


The minds of some clubs follow 
the logic that this is the first step 
of Premier League clubs trying to 
get their B teams into the Football 
League. 

No doubt a lot of clubs would see 
that as a more sensible system than 
loaning players out. 

However, this is where a line must 
be drawn in order to protect the 


integrity of the English game. 

In some eyes this is the start of a 
slippery slope. But logical progress 
is fine; it’s just drawing the line 
and trusting the Football League 
clubs in the future will stand up for 
the good of the game and not their 
own bottom line, if they are offered 
great riches to allow fundamental 
changes to take place. 


Euros to 
remember 

EURO 2016is likely to be 
remembered fondly - but 
not for the reasons we might 
have expected before the 
tournament began. 

What normally constitutes a 
successful competition is the 
success of the big teams, 
coming up against each other 
in the latter stages and 
slugging it out in a series of 
memorable matches, with 
brilliant individual 
contributions from the 
leading players. 

We have actually seen very 
little of that. Indeed, it really 
took until the semi-final 
between Germany and France 
to even catch a hint of such a 
game. 

Instead, this tournament will 
be remembered for the 
contributions of the minnows 
rather the giants of European 
football. 

There was a lot of 
scepticism over whether the 
expanded format of the 
tournament would work. 

It seemed almost harder not 
to qualify than it did to make 
it in, and then you really had 
to go some to get eliminated 
in the group stages of the 
competition. 

However, what transpired 
was a very different 
tournament, one where 
countries who wouldn’t 
normally have even got in 
actually battled through to 
the knockout stages. 

The stories are all of the 
likes of Wales and Iceland, 
rather than Germany and 
Italy. 

Does it undermine the 
tournament? Only in so far as 
the novelty may wear a little 
thin overtime. 

People do want to see those 
classic match-ups between 
the biggest nations and the 
best individual players. 

But in terms of something 
which has got people talking, 
the new format has worked. 

It has also proved, as if 
Leicester’s achievements last 
season left any room for 
doubt, that there is still a lot 
to be said for good old 
fashioned hard work, 
discipline and togetherness 
as a route to success, rather 
than simply relying on ability 
and reputation. 

That is surely a lesson that 
England learned above all. 



Wales star Gareth Bale 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 



WORLD Cup winner Sir Geoff 
Hurst has backed ex-Saint 
Glenn Hoddle to be the new 
England manager - calling 
on the Football Association 
to appoint an Englishman 
even if there is no obvious 
successor to Roy Hodgson. 

Following a humiliating exit from 
Euro 2016 at the hands of tourna¬ 
ment minnows Iceland, Hodgson 
resigned from his post and the FA is 
now searching for the 68-year-old’s 
replacement. 

Frenchman Arsene Wenger, Dutch¬ 
man Guus Hiddink and German Ju¬ 
rgen Klinsmann are among a host of 
domestic and international coaches 
who have been linked to the post, 
with United States boss Klinsmann 
the current bookmakers’ frontrun¬ 
ner. 

Sven-Goran Eriksson and Fabio 
Capello remain the only two for¬ 
eign bosses to have ever managed 
the Three Lions but, with Under-21 
coach Gareth Southgate reportedly 
ruling himself out of contention, 
the Englishmen deemed qualified 
enough to lead the team into the 
qualifying campaign for the 2018 
World Cup keeps diminishing. 

“It has proved to be a very difficult 
job for many people but I don’t think 
it would put anyone off coming to 
do the job, we are a high-profile na¬ 
tion,” Hurst said. 

“I have changed my mind on 
whether it should be an English 
manager or a foreign coach. I felt 
years ago we should get the best man 
worldwide, having seen one or two 
of the foreign coaches they haven’t 
improved on what we have done and 
I have changed my mind. 

“We should be looking at definitely 
appointing an English manager. I 
have got to stick with my view - for 
me it has got to be an Englishman 
now.” 

Hurst, who scored a hat-trick in 
the 1966 World Cup final win over 
West Germany at Wembley - Eng¬ 
land’s only major tournament suc¬ 
cess, admits a lack of native bosses 
in the top flight means the selection 
pool for the post is small. 

Despite that, the 74-year-old wants 
to see the FA appoint an Englishman 
and has thrown his support behind 
Hoddle to have a second spell in 
charge following his initial tenure 


Roy Hodgson resigned after a miserable Euro 2016 in France. 


between 1996-99. 

“We are at a limited choice,” Hurst 
conceded. “At my time you generally 
selected the England manager from 
the outstanding manager in the 
First Division - Alf Ramsey, Don Re¬ 
vie. But nowadays all the top clubs 
are managed by foreign managers 
and that rules a lot of them out. 

“There are some candidates who 
have been around, Sam Allardyce 


for example. He is enormously ex¬ 
perienced and it would be interest¬ 
ing to see what he would do but if 
I had to select a candidate it would 
be Glenn Hoddle, who has said he 
would talk to the FA. 

“When Ron Greenwood got the job 
in 1977 for five years, he cleverly 
appointed Bobby Robson to be the 
manager of the B team and Terry 
Venables to manage the Under-23 


side. 

“Fast-forward many years, Bobby 
nearly won the World Cup in 90 and 
Venables nearly won the Euros in 
96 - maybe we should be looking at 
that kind of progression again if it 
proves to be successful. 

“Had we won those tournaments 
Ron would have been called upon 
as a genius for setting the organisa¬ 
tion in place.” 

The talk of a detailed review into 
the continued failings of England 
to reproduce their World Cup suc¬ 
cess of 50 years ago has already 
begun. 

But Hurst believes there will be 
little change to the squad of play¬ 
ers selected by the next incumbent 
given the youthful nature of the 
current crop - and has backed skip¬ 
per Wayne Rooney to continue to 
lead the team. 

“Prior to the tournament I 
thought we had the best bunch 
of young players we have had for 
some time, and I still feel that,” 
he said. “It is no so much the win¬ 
ning and losing, it is the manner 
of performance and of course that 
performance was extremely disap¬ 
pointing. 

“It is premature to look at Wayne 
Rooney as finished - he still has a 
lot to offer the squad and the team 
and the captaincy 

“We are lucky that we don’t have 
too many older players, in terms of 
a complete change of personnel it 
is out of the question.” 




Hoddle deserves 
a second chance 

Hurst: Glenn is 
my choice to 
replace Hodgson 


Glenn Hoddle is being tipped for a second spell as national team manager. 


States trip 
for Claude 

from front page 

While the trip is significant 
for many off the field aspects 
of the club, the focus for Puel 
and his staff will very much be 
on the players. 

Those who featured in Euro 
2016 will not be attending the 
trip as they are enjoying a 
short spell of time off before 
reporting back for pre¬ 
season. 

However, the rest of the first 
team squad will be making 
the journey. 

Puel will use the trip as a 
training camp for his squad, 
and a chance to observe the 
players away from the day-to- 
day normality of Staplewood. 

He will also get a chance to 
see how the players gel 
together off the pitch as part 
of the week away. 

There will be a low-key 
friendly at the end of the 
week, with a behind closed 
doors match on Friday, July 
15. 

The club are not placing 
any significance on the 
fixture though, which is likely 
to be against a local under-23 
team, and it is rather just a 
way of starting to move 
through the gears. 

After a week in America, 
Saints return home and have 
a few clear days before they 
jet off again. 

This time their flight will not 
be so long as they move to 
Holland on Friday, July 22, for 
what is a significant step up 
in their preparations for the 
new season. 

While in Holland they will 
play three friendlies. 

The first is against PEC 
Zwolle on Saturday, July 23, 
before they face FC Twente 
on Wednesday, July 27, and 
round off the trip against FC 
Groningen on Saturday, July 
30. 

It is a similar schedule to 
the Dutch trip Saints took 
part in last year, clearly 
influenced by now departed 
manager Ronald Koeman, 
whose family are huge figures 
in the history of FC 
Groningen. 

After returning home, Saints 
have a week before their final 
friendly, against Athletic 
Bilabo at St Mary’s on 
Sunday, August 7, with the big 
Premier League kick-off 
coming against Watford on 
Saturday, August 13. 



Claude Puel . 
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Looking back 
at a few of 
Kieren’s best 


Getting shirty with 


AS Kieren Fallon bows out of what has 
been a memorable career in the saddle 
to battle depression, the Sports Pink 
looks back on some of the best horses 
he rode: 

DYLAN THOMAS (Aidan O’Brien) 

Labelled simply the “best I have ever 
ridden” by Fallon after his success in 
the 2007 Irish Champion Stakes at 
Leopardstown. The Aidan O’Brien- 
trained colt was recording back-to-back 
wins in the Group One contest, both 
coming under Fallon, who also guided 
him to glory in the Irish Derby. His 
assertion would hardly have changed in 
the wake of his dramatic success in the 
Prix de I’Arc de Triomphe. 

OUIJA BOARD (Ed Dunlop) 

Seven-times a Group One winner, the 
Ed Dunlop-trained mare undoubtedly 
goes down as one of the most brilliant 
members of her sex. She was most 
latterly partnered by Frankie Dettori, 
but Fallon’s influence on her career 
was immense. The Irishman partnered 
her to a famous English and Irish Oaks 
double in 2004, followed by her 
inaugural victory in the Breeders’ Cup 
Filly & Mare at Lone Star Park later that 
year, a ride he executed to perfection. 
He also won the Hong Kong Vase on 
her. 



Six-times champion jockey 
Kieren Fallon 


GEORGE WASHINGTON (Aidan 
O’Brien) 

The horse with the big ego met his 
match in Fallon, who handled him 
superbly to land five victories, three of 
them at Group One level. There were 
plenty of doubters heading into the 
2000 Guineas at Newmarket but 
precious few afterwards as ‘Gorgeous 
George’ swept through to win going 
away from subsequent Derby hero Sir 
Percy. The horse was later injured when 
bidding for a double in the Irish 
equivalent but bounced back to win the 
OEM at Ascot under Mick Kinane and 
was far from disgraced when sixth in 
the Breeders’ Cup Classic on his final 
start before being retired to stud, only 
to return after proving far from 
productive in the breeding sheds. He 
was fatally injured in the 2007 
Breeders’ Cup. 

BOSRA SHAM (Sir Henry Cecil) 

Not far behind Ouija Board in stature 
and the apple of Sir Henry Cecil’s eye, 
the daughter of Hector Protector hit her 
greatest heights under Pat Eddery in 
the Fillies’ Mile, 1000 Guineas and 
Champion Stakes, but Fallon was 
aboard for wins in the Prince of Wales’s 
Stakes and the Brigadier Gerard, 
although he was controversially beaten 
on her in the 1997 Eclipse. 



Matt Le Tissier, left in a 1997 shirt and, right, Nicky Banger models a different ‘stripy’ version. 



Alan Ball in the much-loved 70s large stripes shirt and, right, Dean Hammond celebrates in Saints’ 2010/11 sash top 


SAINTS have revealed their 
new home and away kits 
for next season, but how 
do they live up to the club’s 
previous strips? 

The club were sponsored by Adi¬ 
das last season, with many unhap¬ 
py with the ‘templated’ shirts pro¬ 
vided to the club that looked pretty 
much like any other club with the 
same supplier. 

However, that is all set to change 
next season, with Under Armour 
and Saints launching a seven-year 
partnership. 

Here the Sports Pink looks back 
at kits of bygone eras in a top-ten 
countdown... 

1976-1979, Home, Admiral 

The candy-stripes home shirt. It 
perfectly walked the tightrope of 
being unmistakably stripes and at 
the same time ensuring it had noth¬ 
ing in common with any other club. 
Synonymous with Saints’ return to 
the top flight at the end of the ‘70s. 

Memorable player - Mick (Shan¬ 
non 

Memorable moment - Promotion 
back to Division One 

1980-1984, Home, Patrick 

A firm favourite and perhaps the 
design most requested each sum¬ 
mer before Saints reveal their new 
kit. Rank Xerox, Air Florida and 
Draper Tools were the sponsors 
with their name plastered across 
the front of the shirt. 

Memorable player - Kevin Keegan 

Memorable moment - Narrowly 
missing out on the league title 

2010-2011, Home, Umbro 

The sash - a return to the roots of 
the club and a huge success when 
it was brought back to mark the 
club’s 125th anniversary It stood 
apart as well as adorning the play¬ 
ers as they surged to promotion 
from League One to the Champion¬ 
ship. The original sash was in fact 
just a piece of red cloth worn over 
a white shirt, so could be in any di¬ 
rection, although the 21st century 
version ran from the right shoulder 
to the left hip. 

Memorable player - Rickie Lam¬ 
bert 

Memorable moment - Pitch inva¬ 
sion after promotion 

1993 -1995, Home, Pony 

A controversial kit, which in fact 
looks better now than it did at the 
time. The shirt is dominated by 
the huge Pony tick - a geometric 
version of the Nike swoosh - but 
showed that stripes don’t have to be 
straight forward. 

Memorable player - Matt Le Tis¬ 
sier 

Memorable moment - Le Tissier’s 
sublime brace againt Newcastle at 
The Dell live on Sky to signify his 
return to the starting line-up. 

2001 - 2003, Home, Saints 

The kit which welcomed in the 
new era as Saints moved to St 
Mary’s - but its highlight for most 
people will have been at The Dell 


in the one match it was featured in 
S015. It was a return to ‘normal’ 
stripes after two years of the fat 
stripes. 

Memorable player - James Beat- 
tie 

Memorable moment - Le Tiss 
scoring the last league goal at The 
Dell 


1976, Away, Admiral 
The reason Saints’ fans expect 
to see a yellow and blue away kit 
is because of this shirt. It was in¬ 
troduced in the 70s as part of the 
fashion for clubs to try and emu¬ 
late Brazil. On one day in May 1976, 
Saints did just that on the Wembley 
turf. 

Memorable player - Bobby Stokes 


Memorable moment - Lifting 
the FA Cup 

1991 -1993, Home, Admiral 

The sponsor logo was itchy and 
inflexible but this simple and un¬ 
derstated design was good - even 
with its very tight shorts. 

Continued on page 6 
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Saints down the years 


Fallon was 
‘unique’ 

Quotes about the now retired jockey 
Kieren FAIIon ... 



Aidan O’Brien after Dylan Thomas 
won the 2006 Irish Champion Stakes, 
beating Ouija Board in a thriller: “With 
Kieren on your side you are never 
beaten. He never had to get really 
serious with Dylan Thomas and he 
seemed to allow Ouija Board join him 
and then head him, knowing that he had 
her covered.” 

John Magnier after Dylan Thomas 
won the 2006 Irish Derby: “If Ireland 
were in the World Cup and in a penalty 
shootout, the man I would pick to take 
the fifth penalty would be Kieren.” 

O’Brien again after Fallon’s dramatic 
victory on Dylan Thomas in the 2007 
Prix de I’Arc de Triomphe: “What a 
masterful ride he gave him and I don’t 
think he has ever been beaten on this 
horse. When Kieren gets on a horse he 
goes into a different land. What a 
unique talent he is.” 

Fallon after George Washington’s 
2000 Guineas victory: “He’s got an 
electrifying turn of foot. He’s done 
everything. He’s a great horse.” 

Fallon after Dylan Thomas’ 2007 Irish 
Champion Stakes success: “He’s the 
best I’ve ever ridden.” 


Kevin Keegan in the much-loved early 1980s Patrick shirt featuring Rank Xerox as a sponsor, and Matt Le Tissier showing off two variations of Saints’ 
traditional red and white striped shirts. 



Saints show off their yellow and blue kit in 1976, Ron Davies wears a design that hardly changed for years, and James Beattie in the 2003/04 UEFA Cup kit 


O’Brien after Oratorio’s win in the 
2005 Irish Champion Stakes: “I cannot 
give enough praise to the winning rider. 
I thought Kieren was absolutely 
brilliant. He just produces him 
absolutely brilliantly - he’s a master 
jockey.” 

David Nicholls after Fallon won the 
2005 Stewards’ Cup on Gift Horse from 
an improbable position: “He’s king of 
the planet!” 

Ed Dunlop after Fallon steered Ouija 
Board to Breeders’ Cup glory in 2004: 
“We were lucky with the draw. If we’d 
been further wide than five we might 
not have been able to get the position 
on the rails. But Kieren found the right 
spot and gave her a fantastic ride.” 

Sir Michael Stoute after Golan won 
the 2002 King George VI And Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Stakes: “Kieren was 
brilliant. It wasn’t the plan to be so far 
back, but he was very cool. He was 
patient and took what was the right 
route.” 

O’Brien after Rumplestiltskin won the 
2005 Prix Marcel Boussac: “Kieren 
really gave the filly a masterful ride.” 



Christmas Cruise 

Sail the Rhine on board Olympia 
5 days from £499.00,23 December 2016 

Join us for a Christmas to remember! 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Full-board 

• Embark in Boppard 

• Cruise through the ‘Rhine Gorge, beneath the Lorelei 

• Special Christmas Eve Dinner on board in Rudesheim 

• Traditional Christmas Night Dinner party 

• Party with live music 

• Call at Konigswinter 

• On-board entertainment and English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced cruise manager 

• Four nights’ full board accommodation on board Olympia 

• Coach travel from the local area and Channel crossings 


Reader Offer 


Newmarket 

Holidays 





Advertiser 


Call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs!4616 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


IIABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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The best and worst 



Gareth Bale in the 2006/07 home shirt, and Jay Rodriguez in a rare appearance for Saints’ white shirt in 2012/13. 



The away blue shirt of the mid 1990s and, right, shoulder pads with Patrick in the mid 1980s. 


Saints fans 
speak out on 
new shirt 

SAINTS fans were quick to have their 
say on the new shirt when it was 
revealed earlier this week. 

Here is a selection of the many views 
so far. Log onto dailyecho.co.uk to have 
your say. 

Not overly impressed with home 
kit,might have looked better without the 
white at top, just continued the stripes 
right through an done sleeves white 
instead. 

Darren Darling 

Well, we won’t be mistaken for Stoke, 
Brentford or Sunderland in that kit, so 
that’s a plus. It has stripes and isn’t 
skin tight. Another couple of pluses. 

I’m not crazy about it, but I don’t mind 
it. 

Jason Cordelle 

It’s not bad but with that white bit at 
the top it looks like they are all wearing 
training bras! 

Ricky Goodwin 


That white part on the upper chest 
doesn’t look right 



Charlie Austin models next 
season’s home Saints shirt 


Ben Thompson 

The white bit at the top needs to go. 
Daniel Lowth 

looks very American, like a chocolate 
bar wrapper. Sorry, but not for me. 
Richard Monaghan 

This is a joke.... Yes. If not.... That’s 
hideous 
Paul Shears 

Was expecting better,not impressed !! 
John Kelly 

Look like the work for tgi Fridays or 
kfc 

Jaimie Pilcher 

Best shirt I’ve seen for a long time 
Tim Tarrant 

Is it red and white? Yes. 

Is it striped? Yes. 

Does it have the Saints badge on it? 
Yes. 

So stop moaning. 

Josh Gsxr Guiver 

I love it, its red and white and stripy 
and has our badge what more do we 
need? COYR X 
Maria Sargeant 

Be positive about the kit guys! 

It’s here. Deal with it. 
#Loveyourstripes 
Yasmin Wiseman 


from page 5 

Sadly, the football at the time was 
also quite simple - but at least the 
kit saw a march to Wembley for 
the Zenith Data Systems Cup final, 
although we wore a fetching blue 
number for the final. 

Memorable player - Alan Shearer 

Memorable moment - A topsy- 
turvey 4-3 which Saints lost on the 
final day - but kept Oldham up 
against all the odds. 

1962 -1972, Home, Toomers 

From 1950 until 1976, there were 
no huge changes in the Saints kit 
other than changes to the collar. 
Prior to 1950, the club played in 
navy shorts and had worn red and 
white stripes since halves were 
ditched in 1896 prior to the move to 
The Dell, but ultimately the stripes 
and shirts stayed the same - the kit 
was functional rather than any¬ 
thing else. This simplicity made 
this shirt great. For these 10 years, 
it had a simple round collar, which 
changed from white to red. 

Memorable player - Ron Davies 

Memorable moment - Saints gain¬ 
ing promotion to the top flight for 
the first time 

1995 -1997, Saints, Pony 

A far more straightforward de¬ 
sign than its predecessor, this shirt 
was light weight and modern feel¬ 
ing - which basically meant it was 
made of nylon. The collar would 
never stand up - as it should have if 
you wanted to emulate the Cantona 
inspired fashion of the time - but 
regardless, it certainly looked de¬ 
cent, even with the huge red shield 
around the badge. 

Memorable player - Egil Osten- 
stad 

Memorable moment - Smashing 
nine goals past Man United in two 
games. 

2003 (UEFA Cup), Home, Saints 

Very much a shirt of two halves. 
The front looks superb and the 
thin stripes make it different to 
any Saints shirt before or since. 
However, the rear was an abomi¬ 
nation - solid red to allow for bi¬ 
zarre UEFA rules about numbers 
on ‘hard to read’ stripes to placate 
short sighted commentators the 
continent over. The front looked su¬ 
perb, but the rear made us look like 
a low rent Arsenal. Sadly, was only 
worn once as Saints crashed out to 
Steuau Bucharest over two legs. 

Memorable player - Kevin Phillips 

Memorable moment - Welcoming 
back European football to Hamp¬ 
shire 

But not all Saints shirts have been 
great. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 10 
fashion flops... 

2006/07, home 

The design itself was pretty inof¬ 
fensive - wider than normal stripes 
are not a problem, although the 
white patch across the middle for 
the sponsor did make it look a lit¬ 
tle like a subliminal Swiss flag had 


been embedded into the shirt. The 
biggest problem with it was the 
horrible material and the inability 
for the flybe logo to last more than 
a couple of washes. 

Memorable player - Gareth Bale 

Memorable moment - Hammer¬ 
ing Southend to secure a play-off 
place. 

2012, Away, Umbro 

The design itself is actually not 
bad - certainly a huge improve¬ 
ment on the home shirt that sea¬ 
son. It was worn only once in the 
league - away at Anfield - and the 
only other outing it enjoyed was at 
St Mary’s in a 5-1 drubbing by Chel¬ 
sea in the FA Cup third round. 

Memorable player - Jay 
Rodriquez 

Memorablemoment-JRodputting 


Saints ahead against Chelsea (prior 
to shipping five). 

1991, Third, Admiral 
Bright yellow flames were always 
going to be a questionable fashion 
option, even in the early 90s. The 
blue version actually looked quite 
good, but the yellow one was biza- 
relly combined with white shorts 
and socks. 

Memorable player - Iain Dowie 
Memorable moment - A 2-1 win at 
Selhurst Park, after being battered 
by Crystal Palace. 

1993, Away, Pony 
If there’s one thing a Saints shirt 
never needs, its more blue. The 
thought process on this one was to 
take the home shirt and just pour 
a load a blue dye over it. White be¬ 


came sky blue (ish) and red became 
something close to navy 

Memorable player - Ken Monkou 

Memorable moment - A winning 
start for new boss Alan Ball at St 
James’ Park. 

1985, Home, Patrick 

Okay, it was the 80s, but did we 
really need power dressing on the 
pitch? The kit was an attempt at 
something different for the club’s 
centenary, but it’s the shoulder 
pads which really mark this crea¬ 
tion out. You can almost imagine 
Joan Collins wearing it. 

Memorable player - Dave Arm¬ 
strong 

Memorable moment - Sticking 
five past Aston Villa at The Dell 

1996, Third, Pony 
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Highlighting 
Mercedes’ 
fierce rivalry 


LEWIS Hamilton’s heated rivalry with 
Nico Rosberg turned up another notch 
on Sunday after their extraordinary 
last-lap crash in Austria. 

Hamilton went on to claim the victory, 
while Rosberg, who sustained a 
damaged front wing in the incident, 
crossed the line only in fourth. 

Here, the Sports Pink analyses the 
dramatic incident. 

BACKGROUND 

Mercedes have been the class of 
Formula One for three seasons with 
Hamilton and Rosberg directly battling 
for the championship. Despite a 
number of close battles, the rivals had 
crashed just once - at the 2014 Belgian 
Grand Prix - in 34 races. But after they 
banged wheels in America last year - 
an incident which provoked Rosberg to 
throw a cap at Hamilton - Sunday’s 
collision marked the fourth time the 
Mercedes cars have been involved in an 
on-track altercation in just 13 events. 

THE CRASH 

As he entered his final lap, Hamilton 
would have been staring at an 
embarrassing defeat after he started on 
pole and Rosberg was only sixth on the 
grid. Hamilton had been closing in on 
his team-mate and, when Rosberg 
made an error at turn one by taking too 


Sights for sore eyes .. three Saints away kids where yellow and blue didn’t really work. 


You may look at this and think it’s 
cream or even beige, but you’d be 
wrong. The colour is in fact known 
as ‘ecru’. Liverpool also had a simi¬ 
larly coloured kit, with the idea 
being that the shirt would go well 
with jeans - because that’s always 
the primary concern of sportswear. 

Memorable player - Ulrich van 
Gobbel 

Memorable moment - If you can 
think of one, you’ve done well. 

2012, Home, Umbro 

After eight years in the wilder¬ 
ness, Saints wanted to make a 
statement on their return to the big 
time. However, they did it dressed 
as Liverpool - with a bit of early 
90s Forest thrown in for good meas¬ 
ure, in the form of pinstripes. 


Memorable player - Morgan Sch- 
neiderlin 

Memorable moment - Saints an¬ 
nouncing their return to the Pre¬ 
mier League with a huge scare for 
champions Man City 

1987, Home, Hummel 

There are many good things to 
have come out of Denmark over the 
years: Hans Christian Anderson, 
bacon, Jamie Lannister from Game 
of Thrones. This shirt however, 
is not one of the Danes’ finer ef¬ 
forts. Hummel made the kit of the 
national Danish side (indeed, it’s 
the land they hail from) and then 
transferred the design to The Dell. 
If you can overcome the migraine 
it will induce, you’ll see it is proof 
that you can have too much of a 


good thing - namely stripes. 

Memorable moment - An Alan 
Shearer hat-trick against Arsenal 
inspiring Saints to a 4-2 win on his 
full debut. 

1995, Away, Pony 

Since 1976, yellow and blue shirts 
have always had a place in the 
hearts of Saints fans. This however 
is designed to offend your eyes to 
the point you may even consider 
gouging them out with a spoon. 

Sponsors Sanderson certainly 
can’t have been chuffed with the 
decision to put their logo across 
the shirt in red, which had the ef¬ 
fect of making it pulsate as your 
eyes try and figure out which bit 
of the shirt they should actually be 
focusing on. 


Memorable player - Neil Shipper- 
ley 

Memorable moment - a 1-0 win 
away at Bolton. Yes, things were 
that bad that season. 

2013, Home, Adidas 

Perhaps Adidas lost the shirt they 
designed for Saints and instead 
gave the club a job lot of Sunday 
league shirts? This is the same 
template used by football clubs up- 
and-down the country at all levels 
and the garish choice of gold for 
the sponsor and poorly stylised 
version of the crest are incredibly 
hard to see. 

Memorable player - Jack Cork 

Memorable moment - Sitting 
pretty in the Champions League 
places for the first half of the sea- 



Nico Rosberg. 


much kerb, the British driver sensed his 
opportunity. Rosberg defended the 
inside line at the right-handed turn two, 
forcing Hamilton, who had drawn ahead 
of his team-mate, to move to the left. 

But instead of negotiating the turn, 
Rosberg appeared focused only on his 
team-mate, and when Hamilton turned 
right, the pair made contact. 

WHAT THEY SAID 

Hamilton - “He blocked the inside, so 
the only place I could go was down the 
outside. I went very wide, left him 
plenty of room, and as I started to turn 
he collided with me. I won the race fair 
and square.” 

Rosberg - “I’m just extremely 
frustrated because I had the win in the 
bag. The collision completely took me 
by surprise. I didn’t expect Lewis to turn 
in.” 

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff - “It was 
brainless. I’m fed up with analysing it. I 
just don’t want any contact any more.” 

THE VERDICT 

After both Hamilton and Rosberg 
were summoned to the stewards, it was 
the latter who was deemed at fault for 
causing the collision. Rosberg was 
punished with a 10-second 
retrospective penalty with two points 
added to his licence. 
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Grove Corner. 


Ground upgrades for Islanders Sydenhams debut 


SYDENHAMS Premier new boys Port¬ 
land United are busy upgrading their 
Grove Corner ground. 

Aided by a grant from the FA, the 
Blues are putting in a new metre-wide 
concrete path that will circulate the 
pitch. 

There will be new railings, meaning 
the ball cannot go through them, and 
the Islanders have also installed a new 
sprinkler system. 

Work at Grove Corner in last year’s 
close season was just as intense. It in¬ 


cluded the installation of new flood¬ 
lights, which were funded through 
grants from the Football Stadia Im¬ 
provement Fund. 

Boss Gary Bailey, meanwhile, is put¬ 
ting the finishing touches to his squad. 

Left-back Chris Clarke has switched 
from Bridport - the fifth player to do so 
this summer - while goalkeeper Ashley 
Weeks has confirmed his future at the 
club. 

Portland’s season starts on Wednes¬ 
day, August 3 away to Verwood Town 


because the FA Cup extra preliminary 
round arrives early this year on Satur¬ 
day, August 6. 

Although the Blues will not partici¬ 
pate in this year’s competition, Bailey is 
still frustrated with the decision. 

“It doesn’t just mess our schedule up 
but everyone’s, I imagine,” he said. 
“We’ve had to cancel a couple of (train¬ 
ing) sessions and it’s not ideal. 

“But it is what it is, so we’ve resched¬ 
uled things and we’ll get on with it. But 
it is strange to start in midweek.” 


Claridge pleased with first 
pre-season training session 



Noakes, Dawes 
and Sanger join 
summer signings 

SOUTHERN League new boys 
Salisbury returned to train¬ 
ing last Saturday with three 
new faces on view. 

Joe Noakes, previously with AFC 
Portchester, and ex-Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins duo Seb Dawes and Joe 
Sanger joined in the three-hour ses¬ 
sion, along with summer signings 
Justin Bennett, Lewis Benson and 
Josh Warren. 

“It was a good workout,” said man¬ 
ager Steve Claridge. 

“We’ve definitely got a good nucleus 
here, but I’ve still got places to fill so 
will be working hard over the next 
month before the Southern League 
season starts to get the right players 
in. 

“I was impressed with the three 
new lads who have been registered. 

“They’re fit and willing and show¬ 
ing a great attitude in wanting to try 
out.” 

Salisbury, meanwhile, have an¬ 
nounced a rearranged home friendly 
against Cirencester Town on Satur¬ 
day, July 30. 

It follows Weymouth’s decision to 
pull out - seemingly because they do 
not get on with their former chair¬ 
man Ian Ridley, now vice-chairman 
of the Whites. 

It has been suggested that current 
Weymouth chairman Chris Pugs- 
ley and secretary Peter Saxby have 
still not forgiven Ridley for his book 
Floodlit Dreams, published in 2006, 
which gave a graphic insight into his 
time at the club. 

A somewhat baffled Ridley said in 
an interview with The Non-League 
Paper. “It is 12 years since I worked 
at the club with these people. 

“It was Weymouth who came to us 
for the fixture and Steve Claridge and 
I had no problem accommodating 
(Weymouth boss) Jason Matthews, 
who is a lovely guy and an old friend. 

“To be fair to Jason, he was most 
upset and embarrassed to be calling 


Joe Sanger in Bemerton Heath colours. 

off the fixture. 

“What is most baffling is why the 
Weymouth board didn’t do this more 
than six weeks ago when the fixture 
was organised and have let matters 
proceed for so long before undermin¬ 
ing their manager.” 

• Departed Salisbury midfielder 
Adam Kelly has joined Southern One 


South & West rivals Taunton Town. 

The ex-Winchester City, Bashley 
and Weymouth man left the Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium, unable to agree a 
deal with manager Steve Claridge. 

And just a day after announcing his 
departure from the promoted Syden¬ 
hams Premier champions, he was 
snapped up by the Peacocks. 

Kelly, who is head of academy 


sports science at Exeter City FC, was 
in his second spell at the Ray Mac 
having made 77 appearances and net¬ 
ted 14 times in a two-year spell with 
the old Salisbury City club. 

Delighted Taunton boss Leigh Rob¬ 
inson said: “Adam has played plenty 
of football in the leagues above and 
will give us great quality, creativity 
and influence on the pitch.” 


High hope 
for Wort 

STRIKER Lee Wort is 
adamant he will score goals 
for Poole Town in the 
Vanarama National League 
South - if he enjoys a settled 
season. 

The 24-year-old spent two 
months on loan at Tatnam 
from Gosport Borough last 
term, netting twice in seven 
Southern League Premier 
Division appearances. 

He ended the season back 
at Sholing where he had 
previously scored more than 
50 times to help the Boatmen 
win the Sydenhams Wessex 
League and FA Vase. 

Wort is now hoping for a 
solid campaign at Poole as 
Tom Killick’s Dolphins 
prepare for the significant 
challenge of National South. 

He said: “Last year was a 
bit stop-start for me with 
Gosport and I was on and off 
the bench in my first season 
there. 

“Hopefully, a full season in 
National South with Poole will 
be good. 

“I want to stay as high as I 
can for as long as I can. It’s a 
good, competitive league and 
it will be good to test myself. 

“I need a settled season at 
one club and I’m confident I 
can score goals. It’s a fresh 
start for me.” 

Securing the Southern 
Premier crown last term 
allowed Dolphins to return to 
non-League’s second tier 
following a 25-year absence. 

• BASINGSTOKE Town 
have welcomed a familiar 
face back to the Camrose 
fold. 

Manager Terry Brown has 
completed the signing of 
versatile midfielder/defender 
Matt Partridge for the 
Southern Premier campaign. 

Born in Thatcham, Partridge 
is already well known to 
Basingstoke fans having had 
two previous loan spells at 
the club from Reading. 

He briefly returned to the 
north Hampshire outfit early 
last season having been 
released by mutual consent 
from Dagenham & Redbridge, 
but almost immediately 
moved back into the Football 
League with Newport County. 

The 22-year-old became a 
free agent in May. 



Lee Wort, left. 
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Tom Prodomo: ‘we can be competitive 


TOM Prodomo insists Bashley’s stand¬ 
ing in non-League circles still carries 
clout. 

The New Forest club have suffered a 
tumultuous three years, dropping out of 
the Southern League having collected 
a mere 26 points across three seasons 
combined in the Premier and South & 
West divisions. 

Bash are winless in a whopping 75 
league matches dating back to Septem¬ 
ber 2014, a 2-0 triumph at Taunton. But, 
despite their torrid time, manager Pro¬ 


domo says people still remember the 
club’s rise to prominence. 

He said: “The good thing I get from 
chatting to the players, old and new, is 
that Bashley is still seen as a big club in 
the area. 

“People don’t just wipe the past three 
years from their memories, but when 
they see the positive things we are doing 
at the club, they can see a new ambition. 

“We need to get back to winning ways 
and winning habits week by week. It is 
a feeling that has drifted away from the 


club and one we need to get back, but 
that will only happen if we prepare cor¬ 
rectly 

“I am really confident we can be com¬ 
petitive. It comes back to our emphasis 
on preparation. 

“If we’re not going to have the money 
to buy that competitive edge then we 
need to be as well drilled as we can be.” 

Bash are due to begin life in the Syden- 
hams Wessex Premier ranks at home 
to Carl Poore’s Hamworthy United on 
Tuesday, August 2. 


Reeves ‘disappointed’ with 
potential loss of key players 



Rutten confirms 
Stags move with 
Wood exit likely 

VERWOOD Town boss Gavin 
Reeves admitted striker Joe 
Wood’s anticipated move to 
Christchurch had left him 
perplexed - in more ways 
than one. 

Goal-getter Wood netted 19 times in 
39 outings for the Potters last term. 

But he kicked off pre-season with 
neighbours Christchurch, scoring 
a hat-trick in their opening warm¬ 
up match at Wareham last Saturday, 
writes Andy Mitchell. 

Summer appointment Reeves 
claimed he had attempted to contact 
the burly frontman in recent weeks 
without success, potentially leaving 
him with two sizeable gaps to plug 
following the departure of 11-goal 
Tyler Rutten to Bashley. 

Reeves said: “Tyler had the decency 
to tell me he was leaving so, while I 
was disappointed, I had no problem 
with that. 

“It is when players don’t answer 
their phones and then you hear 
they’re off elsewhere that you get a 
bit annoyed. 

Shame 

“I’d rather players be honest. It 
would be a shame if Joe didn’t stay 
with us in the Wessex Premier and 
chose to play at the level below. 

“The door remains open but if he 
wants to move on then we will have 
to do the same. 

“It seems a bit odd. Without dis¬ 
respect to Christchurch, if you’re 
playing in the Wessex Premier you 
should want to maintain that level. I 
know they have ambitions over there 
but it seems a bit strange to me.” 

Meanwhile, Reeves remains philo¬ 
sophical over losing some of his big¬ 
ger names, particularly when rival 
clubs can offer cash inducements. 

“Players come and go in the same 
way managers do. I am disappointed 
but I won’t hold a grudge,” he added. 

Reeves finished last season coach- 


Verwood Town boss Gavin Reeves. 

ing under Christchurch boss Ollie 
Cherrett, who said there was no room 
for sentiment where signing players 
was concerned. 

Swooping 

On swooping for his old mate’s main 
man Wood, Cherrett said: “Gav went 


with our blessing and I hope he does 
really well but, when it comes to look¬ 
ing after your own team, you cannot 
be sentimental. 

“I wish Verwood all the best but 
my main priority is Christchurch. I 
expect Gav to talk to players I might 
want to sign and vice versa. 


“From there, it is down to those 
players to decide where they feel 
comfortable.” 

Experienced duo Mark Claremont 
and Andy Mason also featured at 
Wareham with Cherrett hopeful of 
securing both ahead of the new cam¬ 
paign. 


Ex-Spitfire 

appointed 

HE was half of arguably one 
of the best midfield double 
acts ever to grace an 
Eastleigh shirt. 

Now the towering Peter 
Adeniyi has taken his first 
stride into management with 
Ryman League South outfit 
Carshalton Athletic. 

Along with friend and 
teammate Anthony Riviere, 
‘Big Pete’ pulled the midfield 
strings for the Spitfires 
during their Conference 
South days under Ian Baird 
and was a hugely popular 
figure around the club. 

His career has seen him 
skipper Dulwich Hamlet, win 
promotion with Merstham in 
2014/15, as well as playing 
for Erith, Lewes, Beckenham 
and Bromley. 

The 36-year-old joined 
Carshalton in February and 
his assured performances on 
the pitch quickly won over 
teammates and fans alike. 

Speaking about his new 
role as player-manager, 
Adeniyi said: “I like the fact 
most of the squad are young 
enough to still be developed, 
but they now have experience 
of what being in this league is 
all about. 

“I’m looking forward to 
getting on with my role and I 
want to start repaying the 
faith and good wishes I’ve 
received as soon as 
possible.” 

“The facilities are fantastic, 
the foundation of a good 
team is already here and the 
board has listened to my 
ideas and been fully 
supportive.” 

• AFC TOTTONand 
Winchester City can look 
forward to playing in front of 
at least one 1,000-strong 
crowd in the Southern One 
South & West this term. 

Season-ticket sales at 
divisional newcomers 
Hereford FC have smashed 
through the four-figure 
barrier. 

“Passing the 1,000 season- 
ticket sales mark is a 
fantastic achievement, 
especially so early in the 
summer,” said chairman Jon 
Hale. “We can’t wait to 
continue our journey backed 
by our incredible supporters.” 

Hereford, a phoenix club 
risen from the ashes of the 
old Hereford United FC, won 
the Midland Premier Division 
last season to clinch 
promotion to Step 4. 



Peter Adeniyi, right. 
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Double Fawley departure opens first team door for young talent 


FAWLEY AFC have waved goodbye 
to a couple of key players this sum¬ 
mer. 

Moving to pastures new are striker 
Dan Fry brother of new Oilers’ co¬ 
boss Aaron, and central defender 
Chris Lucas, who are joining relegat¬ 
ed Southern League outfit Bashley 

Lucas made 34 Fawley appear¬ 
ances last season, while Fry chipped 
in with an impressive 17 goals in 23 
games. 

“I’m assuming they’ve gone for the 


money,” said Oilers’ chairman Kevin 
Mitchell. 

“We’re set up the same way we’ve 
always been, we’re not a paying club. 

Pride 

“Every penny we raise goes to im¬ 
proving what we do off the field, buy¬ 
ing kit, training equipment etc.” 

That inevitably means players oc¬ 
casionally drifting away, but Fawley 
pride themselves on giving young 
talent a chance and, thus far, have 


just about kept their heads above wa¬ 
ter in the Sydenhams Premier where 
they finished 19th last term. 

“This season’s going to be as tough 
as ever, but we’ll set our stall out to 
compete and see what happens,” add¬ 
ed Mitchell. 

“We may be seen as punching above 
our weight in the Wessex Premier 
but, despite where we finished last 
season, we gave most teams a good 
game - including the top sides. 

“We were 0-0 away at (champions) 


Salisbury until the 86th minute and 
went 2-0 up against them at home, 
but experience tells in the end and 
that’s the one thing, given the ethos 
of our club, that we tend to lack. 

“We don’t have the experience to 
see games out. 

“At one stage last season, we’d have 
been top of the league if games fin¬ 
ished at 45 minutes! But we conceded 
a lot of late goals and that’s some¬ 
thing we need to remember in future 
- it’s a 90-minute game.” 


Fawley put faith in new tried 
and trusted backroom staff 


New managerial 
lineup all worked 
with Oilers before 



Fawley player-coach Callum Tanner. 


THERE were no earth-shat¬ 
tering surprises when Fawley 
AFC announced their mana¬ 
gerial line-up for 2016/17. 

But that’s just how the Oilers like it, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

From new joint-bosses Darren Say- 
er and Aaron Fry to head coach Paul 
Carr and player-coach Callum Tan¬ 
ner, all are tried and trusted at Long 
Lane. 

Sayer ran the Oilers’ reserves three 
seasons ago, uprooted for a year to 
Blackfield & Langley to manage their 
second string, then returned to the 
Waterside Sports & Social club last 
term to assist out-going boss Richie 
Coxall. 

Fry, a former Hythe & Dibden man, 
played his part last season assist¬ 
ing Lee Shepherd with the reserves, 
while Carr has chipped in as both 
coach and assistant manager over 
the years. 

Until now Tanner has served purely 
as a player but, faced with a long spell 
on the sidelines following a knee op¬ 
eration, he will be joining the back¬ 
room team as player-coach. 

It was several months ago that Cox¬ 
all announced his intention to stand 
down as first-team boss and take 
more of a ‘watching brief’. 

The Oilers were not short of outside 
candidates to replace him, but it was 
always their intention to continue in 
‘the Fawley way’ and promote from 
within. 

“When word got out that we were 
looking for a new manager a few peo¬ 
ple got in touch but, whilst we had 
a number of interested applicants 
from outside, we’re still very commit¬ 
ted to local people and people already 
established with the club,” explained 
chairman Kevin Mitchell. 

“We’re a local community club, 
that’s how we style ourselves, and if 
we can make these appointments in¬ 
ternally, that’s what we do. 

“Managers say they can come here 


and bring six players with them, but 
that doesn’t fit in with our philoso¬ 
phy of offering football to local play¬ 
ers and encouraging youngsters. 

“We started training a couple of 
weeks ago and had 40 players at the 
first session. We’ve re-signed the ma¬ 
jority of last year’s squad and have 
half-a-dozen new players coming in. 

“We’ll be running reserves in the 


Wyvern League, plus under-18 and 
under-16 teams, and a second pitch 
is being prepared for them to use for 
training. 

“We’ve got a couple more good 
18/19-year-olds coming through in 
defender Callum Chugg and striker 
Kieran Roche, who both played a few 
games towards the end of last season. 
We expect them to progress. 


“Equally we’ve got some steadfast 
stalwarts who have re-signed.” 

Frontman Matt Vining has re¬ 
joined the Oilers from Christchurch 
and more signings will be confirmed 
shortly as the Watersiders seek to 
improve on 19th place last term. 

Lifelong clubman Coxall will take 
an overview of the playing side, 
making sure things run smoothly. 


Big match 
challenge 

TOM Killick has challenged 
Poole Town to go toe-to-toe 
with big spenders Ebbsfleet 
United on the opening day of 
the National League South 
campaign. 

The newly-promoted 
Dolphins will dip their toes 
into the water with a trip to 
last season’s defeated play¬ 
off finalists Ebbsfleet on 
Saturday, August 6. 

“You can’t describe it as a 
gentle introduction,” joked 
boss Killick, who guided 
Poole to the Southern League 
Premier Division title last 
term. 

‘Big disparity’ 

“I read they had slightly cut 
their £1.2million-a-year 
playing budget and had just 
jetted off to Portugal for pre¬ 
season training. We were at 
Whitecliff Rec one night! 

“We are under no illusions 
there is a big disparity 
financially, but we have come 
into the league to be 
competitive and I expect us 
to be competitive against 
Ebbsfleet. 

“They are well-supported 
and have a good ground. In a 
strange way I’m quite happy 
with it.” 

Poole face Gosport 
Borough twice over 
Christmas as Killick locks 
horns with Alex Pike, who he 
played under when Wimborne 
Town won the FA Vase in 
1992. 

‘Not too bad’ 

Killick added: “Basingstoke 
and Havant dropped out of 
the league and we have lost 
Dorchester and Weymouth, 
so Gosport was the festive 
fixture we were hoping for. 

“We should get good 
crowds and distance-wise, it’s 
not too bad.” 

Gosport’s August 6 opener, 
away to Maidenhead United, 
presents a quick return to his 
old club for newly-signed 
ex-Eastleigh striker Ben 
Wright. 

Three days later, Borough’s 
new goalkeeping recruit 
Martin Rice will make his 
home league debut against 
his former club Truro City. 



Tom Killick. 
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Life is good at Elliotts Arena, says manager Cole 


TIM Cole admits it took him three or four months 
to properly appreciate where AFC Stoneham 
“were coming from.” 

But now that he is fully tuned into The Purples’ 
plans for the future, the former Alresford and Win¬ 
chester City manager is loving life at the Elliotts 
Arena. 

With new floodlights in the offing and a new 
stadium a little further down the road, Stoneham 
have exciting times ahead. 

Football-wise, they consolidated promotion from 
the Hampshire Premier ranks with a solid eighth- 
placed finish in Wessex One last term. 


And their commitment to youth means the Chest¬ 
nut Avenue club boast no fewer than 23 teams, 
stretching from four and five-year-olds right 
through to seniors. 

Cole said: “Mark (Stupple, chairman) has been 
very good. He’s got a vision for Stoneham and just 
wants the club to progress. 

“It took me three or four months to see where he 
was coming from but, having put my foot in the wa¬ 
ter to see whether I would enjoy it here, I really am. 

“What I like about Stoneham is that everyone 
knows each other and works together. It’s not like 
the first team is everything and that’s it.” 


Having been left with a relatively small squad at 
the end of last season, Cole has been busy boosting 
numbers. 

New in are defender Jamie Bentley - brother of 
Warren - and midfielder/winger Ash Ledger, who 
both played under him at Alresford. 

They are joined by winger Duncan Bray, who is 
back in the area from Bristol University, Otter- 
bourne midfield/centre-back Graham Bird and 
defender Will Frisby 

Frontman Callum Doyle and midfielder Connor 
Humphries have also been promoted into the first- 
team squad. 


Stoneham thanks big crowd 



Following of 340 
travelled for first 
pre-season match 

AFC STONEHAM were chuffed 
to welcome a crowd of 340 
for Tuesday’s big pre-season 
friendly opener against East¬ 
leigh. 

And they will be happier still if 
some of the Spitfires fans who made 
the short trip to sun-drenched Chest¬ 
nut Avenue return to the Elliotts Are¬ 
na in the coming months. 

The Sydenhams Wessex One outfit 
are making giant strides both on and 
off the field, with new floodlights 
next on their ‘to do’ list. 

And rather than being intimated by 
having a hugely ambitious National 
League club on their doorstep, they 
are hoping to share in the feel-good 
factor Eastleigh are radiating around 
the area. 

Already there is a link between the 
clubs with the Spitfires using the El¬ 
liotts Arena for Wednesday academy 
matches - and Stoneham chairman 
Mark Stupple hopes that is just the 
start of a firm friendship. 

“Eastleigh and their chairman 
Stewart Donald are really trying to 
stretch out to the local community 
and, as their next door neighbours, 
we would love to be part of that and 
forge a link with them,” he said. 

“There were a lot of Eastleigh fans 
in the crowd on Tuesday and it was 
all very positive. 

“It’s nothing like the Silverlake 
Stadium, but they seemed impressed 
with our admittedly small ground 
and I had a few emails the following 
morning asking to see our fixture list 
so they could come and watch Stone¬ 
ham when Eastleigh are away. 

“We’d only need 25 or 30 Eastleigh 
fans turning up and that would make 
a massive difference to us, almost 
doubling our crowd. 

“As the crow flies it must only be 
about a quarter of a mile between us, 
but a lot of the 340 who came on Tues¬ 
day had never been to our ground be¬ 
fore. They must all have driven past 
it, but this was the first time they’d 
actually been in and had a look. 

“It was a great night, we couldn’t 
have asked for more. The weather 
helped, it was a lovely evening and, 
importantly for us, a lot of our youth 
players were there watching. 


“We’ve got 23 teams now, from four 
to five-year-olds right through to the 
Wessex team, and having so many 
youngsters turning out to watch the 
first team is good for integration.” 

Eastleigh won the match 2-0 with 
goals from new signing Scott Wilson 
from Weston-super-Mare and Yemi 
Odubade. 

Both sides had penalties saved with 
trialist Mark Childs doing the hon¬ 
ours for Eastleigh and Stoneham 


‘keeper Sam Whieldon keeping the 
Spitfires at bay from 12 yards. 

“They had nine members of their 
first team there plus some trialists 
and our lads gave a really good ac¬ 
count of themselves,” said Stupple. 
“We’d like to thank Eastleigh secre¬ 
tary Ray Murphy and their manager 
Chris Todd. Chris is a really nice guy 
and we appreciate him and his play¬ 
ers coming down.” 

With a new ground on the horizon, 


hopefully in the next three years or 
so, Stoneham will have even more to 
offer Eastleigh facility-wise. “We’ll 
have an astroturf pitch which there 
will be opportunities for them to use 
as well,” said Stupple. 

“We’re getting new floodlights at 
our current ground. We’ve got the 
Football Foundation money and 
planning permission from Eastleigh 
Council. When we move, we’ll be 
able to take the new lights with us.” 


PRE-SEASON 
FRIENDLIES 2016 


Saturday, July 9: Alton Town v AFC Totton, 
Fordingbridge Turks v Downton (Fordingbridge 
Rec), Hamble Club v Thatcham Town, Salisbury 
v Bristol Rovers (1.00), Tadley Calleva v 
Bashley (Everest Community College, 2.30), 

US Portsmouth v Brockenhurst, Winchester 
City v Alresford Town. 

Tuesday, July 12: Andover Town v AFC Totton, 
Chichester City v Salisbury, Fordingbridge 
Turks v Bashley (7.15, Fordingbridge Rec), 
Hamble Club v Liss Athletic, Winchester City v 
Basingstoke Town. 

Wednesday, July 13: Bush Hill v Brockenhurst 
(Mansel Park, 7.00), Fordingbridge Turks v 
Poole Borough, Hamilton Academical v 
Eastleigh 

Saturday, July 16: AFC Stoneham v Oxford City 
Nomads, Basingstoke Town v Salisbury, 
Brockenhurst v Hythe & Dibden, East Kilbride v 
Eastleigh, Newport loW v AFC Totton, Sutton 
Common Rovers v Alresford Town, Winchester 
CityvLymingtonTown. 

Tuesday, July 19: Bemerton HH v Poole Town, 
Fleet Town v Winchester City, Laverstock & 
Ford v Brockenhurst, Salisbury v Portsmouth 
(7.00), Weymouth v Eastleigh 
Thursday, July 21: Bemerton HH v Winchester 
City, Downton v Salisbury XI (7.30) 

Friday, July 22: Eastleigh v Poole Town. 
Saturday, July 23: Brockenhurst v Winchester 
City, Fordingbridge Turks v Hedge End 
Rangers, Moneyfields v Salisbury. 

Tuesday, July 26: Brockenhurst v AFC Totton, 
Eastleigh v Barnet, Moneyfields v Hamble Club, 
Salisbury v Yeovil Town (7.30) 

Wednesday, July 27: Winchester City v Sholing. 
Thursday, July 28: Laverstock & Ford v 
Salisbury XI 

Saturday, July 30: Eastleigh v Northampton 
Town, Fordingbridge Turks v Andover Lions, 
Salisbury v Cirencester Town, Winchester City v 
Godaiming. 

Tuesday, August 2: Winchester City v Blackfield 
& Langley (TBC). 

Saturday, August 6: Fordingbridge Turks v 
Mudeford Men’s 

Saturday, August 13: Broughton v 
Fordingbridge Turks 

Saturday, August 20: Fordingbridge Turks v 
Bournemouth Manor. 

*Email your pre-season friendlies to wendy. 
gee@dailyecho.co.uk 

POOLE TOWN 
FIXTURES 2016/17 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

August 

6 Ebbsfleet (A) 

9 Maidenhead (H) 

13 Bishops Stortford(H) 

16Weston-s-Mare(A) 

20 Margate (H) 

27 Hemel Hempstead (A) 

29 Bath City (H) 

September 

3Wealdstone(A) 

6 St Albans (A) 

10 Eastbourne B(H) 

13Truro City (A) 

24 Welling (H) 

October 

8 Hampshire & Rich (A) 

15 Oxford City (H) 

22 Hungerford (A) 

29 East Thurrock (H) 

November 
5 Chelmsford (H) 

12 Concord (A) 

19Whitehawk(H) 

December 

3 Dartford (A) 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

January 

I Gosport Borough (H) 

7 Eastbourne B (A) 

14 Margate (A) 

21 St Albans (H) 

28 Ebbsfleet (H) 

February 

4 Maidenhead (A) 

11 Weston-s-Mare (H) 

18 Bishops Stortford (A) 

25 East Thurrock (A) 

March 

4 Hungerford (H) 

II Welling (A) 

18 Hamptons Rich (H) 

21 Truro City (H) 

25 Oxford City (A) 

April 

1 Concord (H) 

8 Chelmsford (A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead (H) 

17 Bath City (A) 

22 Whitehawk (A) 

29 Dartford (H) 
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GrahamBintcliffe. 


Bintcliffe’s plan to reinvigorate Stockbridge 


NEW Stockbridge boss Graham Bint- 
cliffe says he will look to bring in young 
players this season as part of a “three- 
year plan” to reinvigorate the Hamp¬ 
shire Premier League side. 

The former Bemerton Heath Har¬ 
lequins under-18s manager has been 
named as permanent successor to for¬ 
mer Robins’ boss Dean Hutchins who 
quit the club along with several first- 
team players back in February writes 
James Robinson. 

Stockbridge’s season quickly collapsed 


and the young side ended their cam¬ 
paign second-from-bottom of the table 
despite some promising performances. 

However Bintcliffe, who has previ¬ 
ous experience as a player/manager at 
Farnborough (Kent), believes that he 
can turn around his new club’s fortunes 
with help from the committee and play¬ 
ers. 

“It will be an uphill challenge, I know 
that,” he said. 

“Everyone will have to work hard and 
we will have to work together, including 


the committee and the players. 

“But I’m really happy the committee 
want to get involved. 

“They want to bring through the youth 
and that has always been my philosophy 

“I want players who can be coached 
and I want to give them first-team foot¬ 
ball.” 

Bintcliffe, who works as a lecturer at 
Andover College, says the committee 
have agreed a three-year plan with the 
hope of pushing towards promotion to 
the Wessex League. 


Eastleigh to play relegation 
survivors in season opener 



Eastleigh’s Yemi Odubade in action againstGuiseley last April. 


Tough away tests 
follow first game 
of new campaign 

PROMOTION-HUNGRY East¬ 
leigh will kick off the new 
Vanarama National League 
campaign against a side who 
escaped relegation by the 
skin of their teeth last term. 

Guiseley, who visit the Silverlake 
Stadium on Saturday, August 6, 
clinched survival in non-League’s 
top tier on the very last day of the 
season. 

In a nerve-jangling finale, the Lions 
salvaged their status with a dramatic 
4-3 home win over Torquay. It spelt 
curtains for FC Halifax Town who 
went crashing through the relega¬ 
tion trap door with Altrincham, Kid¬ 
derminster and Welling. 

In their two meetings with the 
Nethermoor Park outfit, Chris Todd’s 
Spitfires gleaned four points out six. 

They cruised to a 4-1 victory in West 
Yorkshire in mid-November with 
goals from Andy Drury (2), Joe Par¬ 
tington and Jai Reason. 

Heated affair 

But Guiseley, who had been pro¬ 
moted through the Conference North 
play-offs the previous season, took a 
precious point away from the Silver- 
lake in April when they were fighting 
for their lives. 

It was a pretty heated affair with 
the visitors stung by a bizarre own 
goal early on and then levelling with 
a free-kick that Todd was adamant 
should never have been awarded. 

Todd also felt that Guiseley defend¬ 
er Adam Lockwood was a lucky boy 
to escape with a yellow card for the 
65th-minute tackle that prematurely 
ended Luke Coulson’s afternoon. 

Altrincham’s demise has been 
Guiseley’s gain this summer with 
experienced striker Michael Rankine 
switching camps from Moss Lane. 

Formerly with Rushden & Dia¬ 
monds, York, Hereford, Scunthorpe, 
Aldershot and Gateshead, Rankine 
netted 16 goals for Alty last term at 


National League level. 

Fellow newbies at Nethermoor are 
winger Nicky Clee, also from Altrin¬ 
cham, centre-half Ashley Palmer 
from North Ferriby United, mid¬ 
fielder Javan Vidal from Wrexham 
and right-back Danny East who was 
released by Grimsby in May. 

Eastleigh follow the Guiseley open¬ 
er with two tough away tests - at 


last season’s play-off semi-finalists 
Braintree Town on Tuesday, August 
9 and former Football League outfit 
Tranmere Rovers on Saturday, Au¬ 
gust 13. 

The trip to Braintree could mark an 
early reunion with released Spitfires 
striker Jack Midson who signed for 
The Iron last week and joins a strike 
force also containing ex-Saint Lee 


Barnard. 

Bizarrely Eastleigh’s festive fix¬ 
tures pair them with Boreham Wood, 
at home on Boxing Day and away on 
January 1. 

It means a 165-mile round journey 
between the south coast and Hert¬ 
fordshire. 

• Eastleigh friendlies reports: See 
back page. 


EASTLEIGH FIXTURES 
2016/17 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 

August 

6 Guiseley (H) 

9 Braintree (A) 

13 Tranmere (A) 

16 Dover(H) 

20 Wrexham (A) 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

29 Bromley (A) 

September 

3 North Ferriby (H) 

10 Southport (H) 

13 Forest Green (A) 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

24 Sutton (H) 

October 

1 Woking (A) 

4 Maidstone (H) 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

22 Lincoln (A) 

25 Torquay (H) 

29 Barrow (A) 

November 

12 York (H) 

19 Gateshead (A) 

22 Aldershot (A) 

26 Chester (H) 

29 Maidstone (A) 

December 

3 Forest Green (H) 

17 Southport (A) 

26 Boreham Wood (H) 
January 

I Boreham Wood (A) 

7 Macclesfield (H) 

21 Sutton (A) 

28 Woking (H) 

February 

4 Braintree (H) 

11 Guiseley (A) 

18 Tranmere (H) 

25 Dover (A) 

28 Aldershot (H) 

March 

4 York (A) 

II Barrow (H) 

18 Chester (A) 

21 Torquay (A) 

25 Gateshead (H) 

April 

1 Dagenham & Red (A) 

8 Lincoln (H) 

14 North Ferriby (A) 

17 Bromley (H) 

22 Solihull Moors (A) 

29 Wrexham (H) 


GOSPORT BOROUGH 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 

August 

6 Maidenhead United (A) 

9 Truro City (H) 

13 Eastbourne B (H) 

16 Dartford (A) 

20 East Thurrock (A) 

27 Bishops Stortford (H) 

29 Oxford City (A) 
September 

3 Ebbsfleet (H) 

6 Hampton & Rich (H) 

10 Hungerford (A) 

13 Bath City (A) 

24 Margate (H) 

October 

8 St Albans (A) 

15 Chelmsford (H) 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

29 Hemel Hempstead (A) 

November 

Swelling (H) 

12 Weston-s-Mare (A) 

19 Concord (H) 

December 

3 Whitehawk (A) 

17 Ebbsfleet (A) 

26 Poole Town (H) 

January 

I Poole Town (A) 

7 Hungerford (H) 

14 East Thurrock (H) 

21 Hampton & Rich (A) 

28 Maidenhead (H) 
February 

4 Truro (A) 

11 Dartford (H) 

18 Eastbourne B (A) 

25 Hemel Hempstead (H) 
March 

4 Wealdstone (A) 

II Margate (A) 

18 St. Albans (H) 

21 Bath City (H) 

25 Chelmsford (A) 

April 

1 Weston-s-Mare (H) 

8 Welling (A) 

15 Bishops Stortford (A) 

17 Oxford City (H) 

22 Concord (A) 

29 Whitehawk (H) 
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School and association in near £4,000 run cash bonanza 


TOTTON & Eling FC’s sponsored run and 
charity football match raised just shy of 
£4,000. 

The final tally, in aid of Rose Road Associa¬ 
tion and Rosewood School, amounted to a su¬ 
perb £3,917. 

Event organiser Shawn Kitcher has 


watched 13-year-old Lucy Talbot grow up 
with profound special needs and he and Tot- 
ton & Eling wanted to help the two places 
she uses the most so that she and her friends 
could benefit. 

“Lucy is a fantastic girl and we have become 
friends with her through the years and want¬ 


ed to give something to her school and the 
association to help them with the care they 
need,” he said. 

The sun shone for the 33 people who ran the 
6.56-kilometre run in the morning, while the 
afternoon’s charity football match was sup¬ 
ported by an array of players from the area’s 


non-League scene. 

Ex-Barnsley and Reading professional Bri¬ 
an Howard donned his boots, as did local fa¬ 
vourites Wayne Shaw, Mark Osman and Craig 
Feeney. 


Sholing’s U13s clinch treble 
with thrilling win in play-off 



Sholing Under-13s with their silverware 


Success comes a 
year after double 

SHOLING Youth under-13s 
just can’t stop winning tro¬ 
phies. 

After pulling off a league and cup 
double as under-12s, they have gone 
one better this time. 

They now reign supreme as South¬ 
ampton & District Tyro League Divi¬ 
sion One champions, Tyro Challenge 
Cup winners and holders of the un- 
der-13 Hampshire Cup for 2015/16. 

The last Sholing Youth team to 
achieve the treble was Dave Puck¬ 
ett’s under-lls and under-12s in the 
2011/12 and 2012/13 campaigns. 

Run and managed by Gary Cassell 
and his assistant Andy Martin, the 
Boatmen’s latest crop of heroes were 
formed as under-8s and moved to 
Sholing Youth FC as under-10s. 

Their victorious team consists of 
Connor Maseko, Owen Buckle, Thom¬ 
as Southcott, Joseph Carroll, Mat¬ 
thew Wraight, Jordan Evans, Louie 
Austin, Lewis Nagle, Jamie Cassell, 
Bailey Martin, Josh Jones, Joseph 
Vijayanathan and Callum Gale. 

The Tyro Challenge Cup was se¬ 
cured 2 -0 against BTC Southampton 
at AFC Totton’s Testwood Park. 

The Hampshire Cup final, played at 
Winklebury Playing Fields, brought 


a 3-0 triumph over Newport IoW and 
the treble was completed in a hotly- 
contested play-off at Southampton 
Sports Centre where Sholing edged 
Winchester Youth 3-2. 

Carly Kinsey, chairperson of Shol¬ 
ing Youth FC, said: “The team are 
fantastic, they are incredibly tight- 


knit and work hard. 

“The club are very proud of what 
they have achieved.” 

Dave Diaper, the Boatmen’s first- 
team boss, added: “Gary and Andy 
should be complimented, not only for 
their success, but for their total de¬ 
votion to one of the most successful 


teams in local football.” 

Sholing Youth FC are always look¬ 
ing for volunteers to help with the 
daily running of their teams. 

Any qualified coaches looking for a 
role are asked to email Carly Kinsey 
at sholing.youth@sky.com or call on 
07826 166708. 


Port seek 
new boss 

AFC PORTCHESTER are in 
the hunt for a new reserve 
team manager following 
Pete Stiles’ decision to stand 
down. 

Stiles will be a hard act to 
follow having been key to 
helping the Royals establish 
themselves as a respected 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
force. 

An AFC Portchester 
statement said: “The club 
would like to place on record 
our thanks for all of Pete’s 
hard work, both on the field 
where he brought huge 
success to our reserve 
squad, and off it, where he 
has been instrumental in 
building the club to the point 
where it currently stands, with 
facilities and infrastructure 
which is the envy of all at our 
level. 

“A highlight of Pete’s time 
with us was being invited to 
Buckingham Palace to meet 
Her Majesty, when the club 
was presented the Queen’s 
Award for Community 
Groups, the group equivalent 
of an MBE. 

“We would like to wish Pete 
all the best with his future 
endeavours in football. 

“He remains a life president 
of AFC Portchester and the 
door will always be open, 
should he decide to return.” 

The posts of under-18s 
manager and youth 
development officer are also 
vacant at Wicor Rec. Contact 
chairman Paul Kelly at paul. 
kelly@afcportchester.co.uk 
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kJ Holidays 


Daily Echo 



Cruise the 
Glorious Rhine 


On board welcoming Olympia 

6 days from £609.00,16 October 

2016 

Majestic Cologne and the picture-book 

villages of the Middle Rhine. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Embark in Andernach and disembark in 
Cologne 

• Walking tour of Boppard 

• Calls at Boppard, Rudesheim, Mainz, 
Koblenz and Cologne 

• On-board entertainment and English 
commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 

• Five nights’ full board accommodation on 
board Olympia 

• Coach travel from the local area and 
Channel crossings 


Book today to 
reserve your place! 



* BRITISH 
TRAVEL 
«,AWARDS, 
.2015. 


BEST LARGE ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Call 

0330 160 7751 

Visit 

www.newmarket.travel/ncsl6476 


QUOTE 

NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single a qta 

supplements apply. Standard phone charges. wMD I 


Every Product A 
Discounted!!! 



The More You Spend... 
...THE MORE YOU SAVE!!! 




BEDS, MATTRESSES, SOFAS, MIRRORS, 
PRINTS, LAMPS Etc... 


BLANDFORD 


(*chairs extra) 

iT,~ 


Now £129! 


(Holland Way) 


POOLE 

(nr ToysRus) 

SALISBURY 
(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 


r i 

Walden Oak 
Small Sideboard 


SOUTHAMPTON 
(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 


rrp £220 


Now £129! 


A World Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


0800 1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


Visit our newly 
REFURBISHED Showroom 
Gas Fires 
Electric Fires 
Wood Burners 



The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 



® We understand what 
you are going through. 

# We will therefore 
treat your needs with 
the utmost care and 
attention. 

To speak to Paul in 
person or a member of 
his team. Please call the 
number below. 

Joseph House, 

14 Bishopstoke Road, Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, SO50 6AE 
info@cappers 
independentfunerals.co.uk 

Tel 023 80612 444 


[ HEDGE END FIREPLACES ] 

Tel 01489 782369 
93 Lower Northam Rd, 
Hedge End, SO30 4FS 
www.allfireplaces.co.uk 

L 
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www.skandoor.co.uk 

Visit our website today for your new Garage Door! 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


July Promotion 39% off with No Deposit 

Leading manufacturers and installers of 
high quality automated garage doors 

•So simple to operate 

• Fully automatic 

• Simple key fob 
operation 

• Fully insulated 
•No maintenance 

• Reduced draughts 

• Space saving 

• Full range of colours 


01962 600777 

info@skandoor.co.uk • www.skandoor.co.uk 


Proud members of 

CheGkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


skandoor 

Covering Hampshire and Wiltshire 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks Chedkatrade.com 
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2016 Hampshire Youth Games 


New Forest competitors at the Hampshire Youth Games. 


Olympic sailor urges pupils 
on across a range of sports 



Winchester & North Eastleigh with their football gold medals. Right: Gymnastics. 



Winchester & North Eastleigh with their gym bronze medals. Right: Tag rugby action. 


MORE than 2,500 young peo¬ 
ple from Years 3-10 com¬ 
peted in the 2016 Hampshire 
Games at Aldershot. 

The event, part of the School Games 
initiative, saw children compete 
across a range of sports including 
athletics, basketball, boccia, football, 
gymnastics, hockey, netball, new age 
kurling, rounders, swimming, tag 
rugby, tennis, tri-golf, volleyball and 
Panathlon at the Military Facilities. 

In attendance at the School Games 
opening ceremony was 2008 Olympic 
Gold medal winning sailor Pippa Wil¬ 
son. 

The School Games are designed to 
build on the magic of London 2012 
to enable every school and child to 
participate in competitive sport, in¬ 
cluding meaningful opportunities for 
disabled youngsters. 

The Games is backed by National 
Lottery funding through Sport Eng¬ 
land. 

It is fully inclusive and increases 
the opportunities for young people 
to take part in sport throughout the 
year; offering some young people 
their first taste of county-wide com¬ 
petition. 

Challenge Zone 

The Games also provided a Chal¬ 
lenge Zone for young people and spec¬ 
tators to try various different activi¬ 
ties including Hampshire Squash, 
Hampshire Cricket speed bowling 
net, Smoothie bike, Surrey Scorchers 
Basketball, command tasks and Quob 
stables mechanical horse. 

Councillor Peter Edgar, Hampshire 
County Council’s Executive Member 
for Education, said: “It’s great to see 
young people getting so much enjoy¬ 
ment out of sport, as well as all the 
benefits to their confidence, their 
team work skills and of course their 
health. 

“The county council is glad to sup¬ 
port this excellent event.” 

Wilson said: “Having represented 
Britain at major events like the 
Olympics and World Championships, 
I feel it is really important for me to 
give something back to sport because 


it has given me so much. 

“That is why I love being a Sport 
England Sporting Champion and 
working with young people. 

“It was fantastic to see so many 
young people participating.” 


The School Games is supported by 
a range of partners including the 
Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport, Youth Sport Trust, Depart¬ 
ment of Health, Department for Edu¬ 
cation and is backed by National Lot¬ 


tery funding through Sport England. 
Over £128m of Lottery and Govern¬ 
ment funding is being invested to 
support the School Games. 

• Picture special: See pages 26/27. 


British GP 
build-up in 
statistics 

AFTER a quite thrilling 
Austrian Grand Prix, Formula 
One heads to Silverstone 
for the 10th round of the 
championship. 

Here, the Sports Pink has 
compiled a list of the best 
statistics and trivia prior to 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix. 

• Lewis Hamilton’s 
controversial victory at the 
Austrian Grand Prix was the 
250th by a British driver. 
Hamilton, with 46 wins, has 
more than any other Briton. 

He is followed by Nigel 
Mansell (31), Sir Jackie 
Stewart (27), Jim Clark (25), 
Damon Hill (22), Stirling Moss 
(16), Jenson Button (15), 
Graham Hill (14), David 
Coulthard (13), James Hunt 

(10) , Tony Brooks (6), John 
Surtees (6), John Watson (5), 
Eddie Irvine (4), Mike 
Hawthorn (3), Peter Collins 
(3), Johnny Herbert (3), Innes 
Ireland (1) and Peter Gethin 
(1). Moss and Brooks shared 
victory in the 1957 British 
Grand Prix. 

• Along with pole position 
and his victory, Hamilton 
completed a hat-trick - the 
10th of his career - by setting 
the fastest lap. Only Jim Clark 

(11) and Michael Schumacher 
(22) have more. 

Last-gasp 

• Hamilton ended his 
Austrian hoodoo by winning 
at the Spielberg circuit for 
the first time in his career. 

It means the Briton, now 
without victories at just Baku, 
Mexico and Brazil on the 
current Formula One 
calender, has won at 22 
different circuits. 

Schumacher holds the record 
with 23. 

• Hamilton’s last-gasp 
move on Rosberg was the 
first time a race has been 
won on the final lap since 
Jenson Button passed 
Sebastian Vettel in the 
closing stages on the 2011 
Canadian Grand Prix. 

• Sunday’s British Grand 
Prix is the 50th world 
championship to be staged at 
Silverstone. 

Great Britain and Italy are 
the only two countries to have 
a permanent place on the 
Formula One calender since 
Silverstone played host to the 
first ever grand prix in 1950. 



Lewis Hamilton. 





















Mcllroy, 
Spieth and 
Willett lead 
the hunt for 
Claret Jug 
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Willett be a golden double 
for Sheffield’s finest 7 p7 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Monty on 
way back 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
qualified for The Open for the 
first time since 2010 by 
coming through a 36-hole 
final qualifier at Gailes Links. 

The 53-year-old former 
Ryder Cup captain and 
eight-time European Tour 
Order of Merit winner shot 
rounds of 66 and 71 to secure 
a third-place finish, with 
Sweden’s Oskar Arvidsson, 
ranked 1,418 in the world, 
leading the way after carding 
64 and 68 for 10 under par. 

Montgomerie had to wait 
for his place to be confirmed, 
as Jack Doherty made a late 
move up the leaderboard to 
five under with six holes to 
play, only for the 34-year-old 
Scot to bogey the 15th and 
miss out on the year’s third 
major championship. 

“It means the world to me, 
sure it does, and I look 
forward to playing and am 
delighted to do so,” said 
Montgomerie. 

“I had an opportunity at 
the Senior Open when I was 




Colin Montgomerie 

two ahead with eight to go 
and didn’t win, and then of 
course you think you have 
blown the thing. 

“But it was nice to come 
here with 72 players, a 
high-quality field and to 
finish third, which is all one 
has to do.” 

Montgomerie, who 
qualified for 21 consecutive 
Opens from 1992-2010 and 
finished as a runner-up three 
times, will return to the 
Ayrshire course where his 
father was club secretary and 
he is now an honorary 
member. 


■ WHOEVER wins The 
Open at Royal 
Troon will pick up a 
cool £1,175,000. 

Total prize money will 
be £6.5million an 
increase of £200,000 
from last year. 

Martin Slumbers, 

Chief Executive of the 
R&A, said: “The Open is 
one of the world’s great 
sporting events and it 
is important this is 
reflected in the prize 
fund. We want to 
continue to attract the 
world’s best golfers.” 


Dunne deal 

IRISHMAN Paul Dunne 
booked his place at Woburn 
with rounds of 68 and 67 for 
nine-under par. 

Dunne, 23, was still an 
amateur when he shared the 
lead with Jason Day and 
Louis Oosthuizen going into 
the final round of last year’s 
Open at St Andrews, only to 
fall out of contention 
following a final-day 78. 

Southgate joy 

MATTHEW SOUTHGATE 
finished six under par to win 
at Royal Cinque Ports. 

The Southend golfer, who 
had surgery last year after 
being diagnosed with 
testicular cancer, finished 
three shots ahead of Steven 
Alker and James Heath. 


■ RUSSELL KNOX, 
runner-up in the 
Irish Open, is one of 
eight players to earn a 
place at Royal Troon as 
one of the top 50 
ranked players in the 
official world golf 
rankings. 

For Knox, the highest 
ranked of the new 
entries at 23, it is a 
great chance to build on 
a growing reputation in 
the game, sparked by 
his victory in last year’s 
WGC-HSBC Champions 
event. 

The 30-year-old from 
Inverness briefly led the 
Irish Open on the back 
nine, before being 
overtaken by eventual 
winner and tournament 
host Rory Mcllroy. 


Royal Troon has hosted eight Open Championship 
events since 1923. Here, Phil Casey assesses the 
players who could lift the Claret Jug this time.. 



RORY MclLROY 


WHEN Rory Mcllroy 
started the recent French 
Open with an erratic 71 and 
then revealed he was 
dealing with 17 different 
swing thoughts as he 
battled to eradicate the 
“bad habits” which had 
crept into his game, his 
chances of regaining the 
Open title he won in 2014 
appeared slim. 

However, the four-time 
major winner shot 66 in 
the second round and 
recovered from a front nine 
of 40 with a back nine of 
30 in round three. 

He eventually finished 
third and should be in 
better shape at Troon after 
10 more days of practice. 

His only win so far this 
year has been the Irish 
Open in May. 


BRANDEN GRACE 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
Branden Grace has been 
threatening to claim a 
maiden major title for the 
past two seasons with 
three top-five finishes in 
his last five starts. 

He was tied for the lead 
with Jordan Spieth 
before driving out of 
bounds on the 70th hole 
of last year’s US Open 
and was third in the US 
PGA two months later, as 
well as finishing fifth at 
Oakmont in June. 

He won his first PGA 
title at the RBS Heritage 
in April after shooting a 
final round 66. 



SERGIO GARCIA 



HOW fitting it would be if 
the popular Sergio Garcia 
followed Dustin Johnson 
by shedding the unwanted 
“best player not to have 
won a major” tag at Troon. 

Nine of the 36-year-old 
Spaniard’s 20 top-10 major 
finishes have come in The 
Open, including second 
place to Mcllroy in 2014 
and a tie for sixth last year. 
Garcia was also fifth at 
Oakmont and is long 
overdue a ‘big one’. 

He is the highest-earning 
golfer on the PGA Tour 
without a major title, with 
career earnings in excess 
of £32 million. 



DUSTIN JOHNSON 


DUSTIN Johnson admitted winning his first major 
title was a monkey off his back and followed it with a 
third World Golf Championship title two weeks later 
- so it would be no surprise to see the big-hitting 
American contending again at Troon. 

The Open was the only major in which he did not 
finish inside the top 10 in 2015, although he led at 
halfway before fading to a tie for 49th. He has the 
power to decimate the front nine at Troon if it plays 
downwind. 


LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN 



LOUIS OOSTHUIZEN’S Open record after lifting the 
Claret Jug in 2010 was nothing to write home about, 
but the South African lost a play-off for the Masters in 
2012 and finished second in the 2015 US Open after a 
record last 54 holes at Chambers Bay. 

He followed that by losing out in a three-man 
play-off for The Open at St Andrews - scene of his win 
five years earlier - and is adept at links golf. 



1/4 ODDS 7 PLACES FROM 11AM MONDAY 11 T " JULY 
1/4 ODDS 5 PLACES IN-PLAY ON DAY ONE 


StanJames.com 

For the bettors 

Full T&C's Apply | See www.stanjames.com for full details 
Gamble responsibly | www.gambleaware.co.uk i|> 













































Saturday, July 9,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


19 


The Open 2016 

Preview 


► 


Your hole-by-hole guide 
to Royal Troon, p4-5 


WESTWOOD GO! 


Will the best 
player never 
to land a Major 
finally triumph? 

by Frank Malley 


AS Lee Westwood prepares for 
the Open Championship at 
Royal Troon, the unwanted 
records are stacking up. 

For example, Worksop-bom 
Westwood has played 73 
Major championships, more 
than anyone without sampling 
the taste of victory. 

His second placing at the 
US Masters in April took his 
top-three finishes in Major 
championships without a 
victory to nine, again more 
than any other golfer. 

There is no doubt about it. 
Westwood now wears the label 
once owned by Colin 
Montgomerie as the best player 
never to win a Major. 

At 43, the chances are Troon 
2016 is now or never for 
Westwood. 

The ability is still there, as 
evidenced by his Masters 
performance and the fact that 
he was jockeying near the top 
of the US Open leaderboard in 
June after 54 holes before 
shooting an 80 in the final 
round to finish tied for 32nd 
place. 

There is reason for optimism. 
His long game, always so 
consistent, has clicked again. 
His chipping has improved. He 
is back working with old coach 
Pete Cowen and recovering 
from the upheaval of his split 
from wife, Laurae, in 2015 and 
his decision to return from 
America to be near his two 
children. 

He also has the incentive of 
battling to qualify for a 10th 
consecutive Ryder Cup place, 
which could see him overhaul 
Nick Faldo’s record of 25 
points. 

Westwood is on 23 after 
forging his reputation as 
Europe’s Mr Reliable over two 
decades. 

But it is the kudos of 
becoming a major winner and 
the place in history that confers 
which will exercise his 
thoughts at Royal Troon. 

The hunger is there. His 
confidence is growing. He is 
back in the zone and has been 
since finishing alongside Jordan 
Speith and just behind Danny 
Willett at Augusta. 

“Last year I’d turn up to 
events and my mind wasn’t on 



Lee Westwood has been the nearly-man of golf for far too long, but a good run on the greens could change all that 


the job for various reasons, but 
this year I’ve already been 
much more focused,” 
Westwood explained recently. 

“The Masters gave me a big 
boost. I had not contended in a 
big tournament for a while, so 
it was nice to give myself a 
chance and feel those emotions 
again.” 

As always with Westwood it 
comes down to his short game 
and especially the putting, 
which has been so inconsistent 
throughout his career. 

A ‘hot’ week on the greens, 
however, and Westwood could 
improve significantly on his 
fourth place when the 
tournament was last held at 
Troon in 2004, even if the 
doubters keep bringing up his 
age. 

The fact is, the oldest winner 
of a golfing Major remains 
Julius Boros, who was 48 when 
he won the 1968 US PGA 
Championship. 

Old Tom Morris was the 
oldest winner to lift the old 
Claret Jug when he won the 
1867 title at 46 years and 102 
days and Roberto de Vicenzo 
won the 1967 Open at 44 and 
93 days. 


The Masters 
gave me a big 
boost. / had not 
contended in a 
big tournament 
for a while, so it 
was nice to give 
myself a chance 
and feel those 
emotions again 

- Lee Westwood 


More recently, Darren Clarke 
wrapped his arms around the 
most prized trophy in golf for 
his first Major at the age of 42 
in 2011 while, a year later, 

Ernie Els cashed in on his 
experience to pick up his 
second Open title, also at 42. 

The point is, forty-something 
is not an unbridgeable barrier to 
success, not these days when 
diet and conditioning and 
technology have prolonged the 
careers of many players around 
the world. 

Not that Westwood will 
feature high in the tables of 
betting odds. There have been 
too many near-misses for that. 
There is also too much quality 
and competitive edge and 
hungry youth in golf’s top 
echelons. 

In a tournament once again 
without the drawing power of 
Tiger Woods, the smart money 
inevitably will be on Rory 
Mcllroy, even though he has 
struggled in the Majors over the 
past two years. 

The Irishman was in the final 
group, alongside Speith, in the 
third round of the US Masters 
in April, but faltered with a 77 
and eventually finished tied for 


10th place. In the US Open he 
missed the cut. 

But he remains the man 
most likely to shoot ultra low 
scores and has the experience 
of having won four Majors, 
the 2011 Masters, 2012 US 
PGA, and The Open and US 
PGA in 2014. 

Australian Jason Day is the 
man in form, having won the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational, the 
WGC-Dell Matchplay and the 
Players Championship and 
rising to No.l in the world 
during 2016. 

In truth, however, the list of 
genuine contenders bathes the 
sport in a golden light, Speith, 
Dustin Johnson, Adam Scott, 
Branden Grace, Rickie Fowler, 
Justin Rose and Sheffield’s 
Willett, the unlikely Masters 
champion, all vying with 
experienced campaigners such 
as Sergio Garcia and Phil 
Mickelson in a field of 
undeniable quality. 

How wonderful, though, it 
would be if Westwood could 
strike a blow for the older 
generation and frame a splendid 
career by seizing greatness. It is 
not probable, but it is certainly 
possible. 


Open records 

Oldest winner: Old Ton 

Morris (46 years, 102 
days), 1867. 

Youngest winner: Youn 
Tom Morris (17 years, 
156 days), 1868. 

Most victories: 6, Harr^ 
Vardon (1896,1898, 
1899, 1903, 1911, 1914). 
Most consecutive 
victories: 4, Young Tonr 
Morris (1868, 1869, 187C 
1872 - there was no 
championship in 1871). 
Lowest score after 36 
holes: 130, Nick Faldo 
(66-64), 1992; Brandt 
Snedeker (66-64), 2015 
Lowest final score (72 
holes): 267, Greg 
Norman (66-68-69-64) 
1993. 



M ^^^ 

Faldo wins in 1992 


Lowest final score (72 

holes) in relation to par 
-19, Tiger Woods 
(67-66-67-69, 269), 
2000 . 

Greatest victory 
margin: 13 strokes, Old 
Tom Morris, 1862. 
Lowest round: 63 

- Mark Hayes, 2nd 
round, 1977; Isao Aoki, 
3rd, 1980; Greg Normal 
2nd, 1986; Paul 
Broadhurst, 3rd, 1990; 
Jodie Mudd, 4th, 1991; 
Nick Faldo, 2nd, 1993; 
Payne Stewart, 4th, 
1993; Rory Mcllroy, 1st, 
2010. 

Most runner-up finishe 

7, Jack Nicklaus (1964, 
1967, 1968, 1972, 1976, 
1977,1979). 

Silver medallist 

A SILVER Medal is 
awarded to the leading 
amateur, provided that 
the player completes a 
72 holes. 

From 1949 to 2015, it 
has been won by 43 
players on 49 occasion 
Frank Stranahan wor 
it four times in the first 
five years (and was als< 
the low amateur in 1947 
More recent winners 
include Tiger Woods 
(1996), Justin Rose 
(1998), Rory Mcllroy 
(2007) and Chris Wooc 
(2008). 
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I4bth Upen Championship 



Zach Johnson will be 
back to defend the Open 
title, which he won after 
a play-off at St Andrews 



367 yards, par 4 

A new tee was constructed 
closer to the beach ahead of 
the 2004 Open and fairway 
bunkers added on the right to 
attempt to toughen up a 
relatively easy start. The 
longer hitters could even 
reach the green in favourable 
conditions 


Rank: 11 (2004) 


2. Black Rock 


390 yards, par 4 

Bunkers 40 yards short of the green 
will rule out a driver for many 
players, but taking an iron off the 
tee is no guarantee of safety - 
Darren Clarke hit a three iron onto 
the beach in the final round in 1997 
when just a shot off the lead 


i 


© 



6. Turnberry 


601 yards, par 5 

Formerly the longest hole on the 
Open rota until the 14th at St 
Andrews was lengthened in 2005, 
a straight drive is required to 
avoid the fairway bunkers and an 
equally accurate approach 
needed to the long, narrow green 


Rank: 15 (2004) 


7. Tel-el-Kebir 


401 yards, par 4 

Named after a battle fought in 
1882, shortly after the original six 
holes on the course had been 
extended. Bunkers guard the 
dogleg right and the tricky green 
narrows from front to back 



Rank: 14 (2004) 


3. Gyaws 


377 yards, par 4 

The name of the hole comes 
from the burn which crosses 
the fairway 285 yards from 
the tee and dictates what 
club has to be taken, 
especially if the course is 
running fast. Laying up well 
short should still leave no 
more than a short iron in 


Rank: 10 (2004) 


555 yards, par 5 

The first of three par fives saw 
Gary Evans make an albatross in 
2004, the fourth in the Open in 
the space of five years. The hole 
doglegs gently to the right and 
the initial concern is negotiating 
the fairway bunkers, one right 
and two left further on 






Rank: 16 (2004) 


8. Postage Stamp 


123 yards, par 3 

The most famous par three on 
any Open course. In 1950 
German amateur Herman 
Tissies took 15, while in 1973 
71-year-old Gene Sarazen 
holed-in-one. The green is a 
tiny target despite being 
extended at the front and the 
hole can make the best look 
silly. Club selection vital with 
Coffin Bunker lurking 


Rank: 13 (2004) 


9. The Monk 


422 yards, par 4 


Another dogleg right gives 
the option of a risky drive 
to the narrow part of the 
fairway or laying up short 
of the bunkers to the left 
of the fairway. That will 
leave a tougher approach 
to the two-tier green which 
drops away at the back 


Rank: 17 (2004) 


5. Greenan 


209 yards, par 3 

Short compared to the 
288-yard eighth at Oakmont 
last month, but with deep 
bunkers left and right and a 
drop-off to the beach on the 
right it will claim its victims 




Rank: 5 (2004) 


10. Sandhills 



Rank: 8 (2004) 


Source: theopen.com 
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451 yards, par 4 

A new back tee has been 
added and Sandhills Bunker 
in the carry off the tee 
restored. The undulating 
fairway is protected by gorse 
on the right and a gully on the 
left, while the plateau green is 
set into the side of a hill with 
a sharp drop on the right 

Rank: 3 (2004) 


*Holes are not to scale 
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11. The Railway 


482 yards, par 4 

One of the toughest par 
fours in championship golf 
with gorse everywhere and 
a railway line down the 
right. Jack Nicklaus had a 
10 here and Max Faulkner 
an 11, with most players 
happy to avoid disaster 


Rank: 1 (2004) 
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12. The Fox 


430 yards, par 4 

Turning left before the long, 
fearsome run for home, this is 
no place to lose 
concentration. There is a 
generous driving area, but the 
second can find plenty of 
trouble. Mark Calcavecchia's 
outrageous chip-in was 
perhaps the most important 
shot in his win in 1989 


Rank: 2 (2004) 


13. Burmah 


473 yards, par 4 

Again no bunkers, but that 
makes it harder to find a 
target to aim at from the tee. 
The hole turns to the right and 
there are humps and hollows 
waiting for anything wayward. 

Making the green from them 
can be a superhuman task and 
fours are valuable indeed 


Rank: 9 (2004) 


499 yards, par 4 

The drive, extended a total 
of 42 yards since 1997, 
needs to be long and 
straight to avoid four new 
fairway bunkers, two either 
side. The generous green 
sits in a hollow 


Rank: 4 (2004) 





178 yards, par 3 

Bunkers right and left 
narrow the entrance to the 
green, but it is a larger 
putting surface than it looks 
from the tee and unless the 
wind is howling this will see 
its fair share of birdies 


Rank: 12 (2004) 



554 yards, par 5 

The big decision on the tee 
is what club to take because 
of the ditch 280 yards out. 
Too safe a choice takes the 
green out of range, but if the 
wind is against then it 
becomes a three-shot hole 
for the entire field. The 
green is a narrow target 
surrounded by five bunkers 

Rank: 18 (2004) 


220 yards, par 3 

The ground slopes away on 
both sides and there is little 
margin for error, especially 
as some players could be 
forced to hit driver into the 
prevailing wind 


Rank: 6 (2004) 






18. Craigend 


458 yards, par 4 

The bunker on the right is over 
300 yards out, but such was his 
adrenaline that Greg Norman 
reached it with ease in the 1989 
play-off and his hopes ended 
there. Named after an old farm 
now demolished, the closing 
hole has the longest green on 
the course at 38 yards and out 
of bounds lies just beyond it 


Rank: 7 (2004) 
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Royal Troon scorecard 


Hole 

Name 

Yards 

Par 

1 

Seal 

367 

4 

2 

Black Rock 

390 

4 

3 

Gyaws 

377 

4 

4 

Denure 

555 

5 

5 

Greenan 

209 

3 

6 

Turnberry 

601 

5 

7 

Tel-EI-Kebir 

401 

4 

8 

Postage Stamp 

123 

3 

9 

The Monk 

422 

4 

Out 


3,445 

36 


Hole 

Name 

Yards 

Par 

10 

Sandhills 

451 

4 

11 

The Railway 

482 

4 

12 

The Fox 

430 

4 

13 

Burmah 

473 

4 

14 

Alton 

178 

3 

15 

Crosbie 

499 

4 

16 

Well 

554 

5 

17 

Rabbit 

220 

3 

18 

Craigend 

458 

4 

In 


3,745 

35 

Total 


7,190 

71 


2016 PGA TOUR STATS 


FedEx Cup standings 

Points 

Strokes gained putting 

Avg 

Dustin Johnson 

2,411 

Jason Day 

1.106 

Jason Day 

2,307 

Steve Strieker 

.930 

Adam Scott 

1,984 

Jamie Donaldson 

.887 

Jordan Spieth 

1,865 

Phil Mickelson 

.821 

Russell Knox 

1,418 

Jordan Spieth 

.785 

Scoring average 

Avg 

Top-10 finishes 


Dustin Johnson 

69.155 

Dustin Johnson 

10 

Jason Day 

69.488 

Patrick Reed 

9 

Jordan Spieth 

69.512 

Jason Day 

8 

Adam Scott 

69.573 

Matt Kuchar 

8 

Phil Mickelson 

69.587 

Rickie Fowler 

7 

Driving accuracy Percentage 

Driving distance 

Avg 

Colt Knost 

73.93 

JB Holmes 

312.8yds 

Thomas Aiken 

73.38 

Dustin Johnson 

312.5yds 

Jerry Kelly 

71.64 

Tony Finau 

311.1yds 

Darron Stiles 

71.59 

Bubba Watson 

308.6yds 

Justin Hicks 

70.83 

Gary Woodland 

308.2yds 

Strokes gained tee-to-green 

Avg 

Greens in regulation 

Percentage 

Adam Scott 

2.055 

Lucas Glover 

71.72 

Dustin Johnson 

1.818 

Sergio Garcia 

71.32 

Rory Mdlroy 

1.736 

Henrik Stenson 

70.88 

Justin Rose 

1.533 

Rickie Fowler 

69.92 

Bubba Watson 

1.496 

Jhonattan Vegas 

69.91 


2016 EUROPEAN TOUR STATS 


Race to Dubai rankings 

Points 

Greens in regulation 

Percentage 

Danny Willett 

3,134,208 

Rory Mdlroy 

78.8 

Rory Mdlroy 

2,210,951 

Erik van Rooyen 

78.5 

Rafa Cabrera-Bello 

1,708,154 

Henrik Stenson 

78.3 

Louis Oosthuizen 

1,621,352 

Ernie Els 

77.8 

Chris Wood 

1,582,150 

Chari Schwartzel 

75.9 

Stroke average 


Putts per greens in reg 

Avg 

Henrik Stenson 

69.79 

Francesco Molinari 

1.688 

Rory Mdlroy 

69.85 

Shaun Norris 

1.702 

Chari Schwartzel 

70.23 

Javier Colomo 

1.705 

Joost Luiten 

70.29 

Peter Uihlein 

1.708 

Branden Grace 

70.37 

Natipong Srithong 

1.711 

Driving accuracy Percentage 

Putts per round 

Avg 

Francesco Molinari 

73.2 

Siddikur Rahman 

27.5 

Henrik Stenson 

73.2 

Tom Murray 

27.7 

Siddikur Rahman 

72.3 

Alejandro Canizares 

28.2 

Fabrizio Zanotti 

71.8 

Mikael Lundberg 

28.2 

Gregory Havret 

71.2 

Peter Uihlein 

28.3 

Driving distance average 


Sand saves 

Percentage 

Dean Burmester 

319yds 

Anders Hansen 

100 

Sebastien Gros 

314.4yds 

Wade Ormsby 

76.9 

Pedro Oriol 

312.4yds 

Brett Rumford 

75.4 

Merrick Bremner 

310.8yds 

Alejandro Canizares 

75 

Todd Sinnott 

309.9yds 

Branden Grace 

75 



Colt Knost 


1/4 ODDS 


£5 FREE BET 


ACCA INSURANCE 

5 PLACES 


Bel £20 win or £10 each-way In-Play 


Free Bet Refund, up to £25, 

In-Play on day 1 


on the Outright Betting Market on 


if you miss by one selection on your 


day 1 and get a £5 free bet for day 2 


2/3 ball Accas 


StanJames.com 

For the bettors 

Full T&C's Apply | See www.stanjames.com for full details 
Gamble responsibly | www.gambleaware.co.uk t$) 
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rish challenge 



I’ve never felt so comfortable 
on a golf course in my life 


DJ relishing 
a chance to 
shine again 



Dustin Johnson chases US Open glory 
by Phil Casey 


TIGER WOODS may be out, but women 
members are in and the stage is clear for 
the world’s best golfers to command all of 
the spotlight focused on the 145th Open 
Championship. 

If Woods’ withdrawal from a third major 
tournament in succession was expected as he 
continues a lengthy recovery from his most 
recent back surgery, the speed with which 
Royal Troon changed its male-only 
membership policy came as a welcome 
surprise. 

US Open champion Dustin Johnson 
travels to Royal Troon as the hottest golfer 
on the planet after joining Tiger Woods as 
the only players to have won three different 
World Golf Championship events by 
winning the Bridgestone Invitational. 

And, given the big-hitting American held 
the 36-hole lead at St Andrews last year 
before fading over the weekend, it would be 
no surprise to see the 32-year-old in 
contention for a second major in a month. 

“I like the kind of golf over there. I enjoy 
it,” said Johnson. “You’ve got to use a lot of 
imagination. It’s generally windy, so you use 
the wind. You’ve got to use the ground. Ever 
since the first time I went over there I’ve 
always enjoyed it, and I feel like I play 
pretty well there.” 

Compatriot Zach Johnson returns to 
defend the title he won in a three-man 
play-off on the Old Course, but there will 
also be another “defending champion” at 
Troon in the shape of Northern Ireland’s 
Rory Mcllroy. 

Mcllroy led from start to finish to lift the 
Claret Jug at Hoylake in 2014, but was 
unable to defend his title after suffering a 
serious ankle injury during a game of 
football with friends. 

“It was really disappointing, especially at 
St Andrews, not to be able to defend my 
title,” Mcllroy said after finishing third in 
the French Open. “The last time I played 
The Open I won it, so I have good memories 
and, hopefully, I can play similar to the way 
I did in Liverpool and give myself a chance.” 

Throw in Jordan Spieth and world No.l 
Jason Day, both looking to make amends for 
missing out on the play-off 12 months ago 
by a single shot, not to mention Britain’s 
Masters champion Danny Willett, and 
the ingredients are there for another 
thrilling Open. 



Irish hope aims to turn US Open heartache into ecstasy 


by Lenny Miller 


SHANE LOWRY let slip a 
considerable lead at the US Open, 
but that experience has only served 
to strengthen his view that he is 
ready to break his major 
championship duck as he heads to 
Royal Troon. 

Lowry, who went into the final 
round with a four-shot advantage at 
Oakmont in June, was the first 
player since Payne Stewart in 1998 
to fail to turn such a lead into 
victory after struggling to a closing 
76 on an incident-packed final day, 
leaving American Dustin Johnson to 
end his own major torment. 

But the 29-year-old’s otherwise 
stellar display on a course described 
by Phil Mickelson as “the hardest 
we have ever played” has left him 
in no doubt he will triumph in one 
of the game’s four biggest events. 

“I am definitely good enough to 
win one of these things,” said 
Lowry at the time. 

“I’ve got The Open and the US 
PGA in the next few weeks. It’s 
great to be in the position I was in 
and I hope I get myself in there 
quite a few times.” 

Before The Open, however, 
Lowry had the small matter of 
defending his Bridgestone 
Invitational title at Firestone 
Country Club in Akron, Ohio. 

His World Golf Championship 
success there last year was his 
greatest triumph to date. The 
Irishman held off the challenge of 


three major champions, carding a 
flawless final round of 66 to finish 
11 under par, two shots ahead of 
double Masters champions Bubba 
Watson, with Justin Rose and Jim 
Furyk two shots further back. 

It was confirmation that his 
performance six weeks earlier at 
Chambers Bay - another 
notoriously difficult course - in last 
year’s US Open was no fluke. At 
the time, especially on the PGA 
Tour, he was little known to 
American fans. He had won two 
European Tour events in six years 
as a professional and was ranked 48 
in the world. 

But a lot has changed in a year, 
so much so that it was a shock to 
see Lowry - now No.26 in the 
world - open his Bridgestone 
defence with a disappointing 
six-over par first 
round. That put 
paid to his 
chances as 
Johnson strung 
together back-to- 
back victories 
with a score of 
six-under. 

He played to a 
solid even-par for 
the next three 
rounds to suggest 
he won’t let that 
disappointment 
affect his 
preparation for 
The Open. He is 
planning on 


hitting the heights he reached over 
the first three days of the US Open. 

Lowry completed an impressive 
68 on the Friday morning of that 
tournament and added a second- 
round 70 on Saturday, before 
playing 14 holes of his third round 
in three under par that afternoon. 

“The way I played on Saturday, 
I’ve never felt so comfortable on a 
golf course in my life,” said Lowry, 
who finished joint-second with 
Furyk and Scott Piercy, three shots 
behind Johnson. “So whatever ‘in 
the zone’ is, I was there.” 

Two shots clear overnight, Lowry 
resumed his third round at 7am on 
Sunday and completed a superb 65 
to equal the lowest round of the 
week and match the 54-hole scoring 
record for a US Open at Oakmont 
set by Ernie Els in 1994. 

That left him 
four shots clear of 
Johnson and world 
No.624 Andrew 
Landry, but seven 
hours to kill before 
the start of his 
final round 
certainly 

contributed to him 
tailing off. 

Lowry dropped 
four shots in the 
first 10 holes to 
fall two behind 
Johnson, but was 
effectively back in 
front when he 
birdiedthe 12th 


and Johnson bogeyed the 14th as 
the American would eventually be 
penalised a shot for causing his ball 
to move when addressing a par putt 
back on the fifth. 

However, Lowry then three- 
putted the 14th, 15 th and 16th to 
end his chances of becoming the 
first player from the Republic of 
Ireland to win the US Open. 

Not that Lowry is dwelling on 
missed opportunities. 

“It’s not easy to get yourself in a 
position I was in,” he said. 

“When I got myself there, I didn’t 
finish the job off, which is really 
disappointing. 

“But I led by four shots in the 
tournament going into the final 
round. I had a lead with five holes 
to play. 

“There’s lots of positives to take. 
It’s the toughest test of golf, and I 
was right up there for 67 holes. The 
whole round, really. So that’s golf. 
You win some, you lose some.” 

Lowry can, of course, take 
inspiration from the likes of top 
players such as Johnson and 
Jason Day, who had to endure a 
number of near misses before 
finally claiming a major scalp. 

But if he hits the heights of 
Oakmont and Chambers Bay in the 
majors to come, he won’t have to 
wait long. 

And if Royal Troon is to be the 
venue at which it happens, Lowry 
would continue the recent trend of 
Irish success, making it 10 wins in 
the past 38 majors. 
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English challenge 


► 


Who is our tip to land the 
coveted Claret Jug? p8 


Can Westwood keep his nerve this time? 



Lee Westwood 


by Luke Thornhill 


LEE WESTWOOD is driven by the 
desire to claim a long-awaited Major 
victory that would ensure he goes down 
as one of the sport’s greats. 

He has won the Ryder Cup seven 
times, claimed 23 European Tour 
successes - as part of a total of 42 
tournament victories - and twice topped 
the European Order of Merit. 

But the 43-year-old is clear that 
success in one of the four tournaments 
valued above all others is his main focus. 

He has gone agonisingly close to 
winning one. In fact, in his 75 attempts 
he has finished runner-up in The Open, 
second twice in the Masters and third in 
the US Open and US PGA. 

He said: “Majors are the only thing 
missing from my CV. I need to keep 


working hard and try to get myself into 
a position to win.” 

The one failure that Westwood regrets 
most was the 2009 Open at Turnberry. 

He started the final day two shots 
behind 59-year-old Tom Watson, and 
took the lead with a birdie on the sixth 
and an eagle on the seventh. 

Three bogeys followed, but a birdie on 
the 17th got him back to two-under, 
which would have been good enough for 
a place in a play-off. After hearing 
cheers from down the course, Westwood 
thought he needed to birdie the last, 
charged his birdie putt 10 feet past 
and missed the return putt. Watson then 
also three-putted to fall into a play-off 
with Stewart Cink. 

Westwood said: “That made it even 
worse. It went from frustration to 
sickness.” He also took a two-shot lead 


into the final round in 2013, at Muirfield, 
but bogeyed the seventh and eighth and 
dropped shots on the 13th and 16th to 
shoot a disappointing 75 and miss out on 
the coveted title. 

He went close in both this year’s 
Majors, most recently drifting out of 
contention as playing partner Dustin 
Johnson claimed the US Open title. 

And he ended up second in the 
Masters, despite trailing defending 
champion Jordan Spieth by four at the 
start of the day. 

Spieth’s dramatic collapse on the back 
nine threw the tournament wide open. 
After chipping in for an eagle on the 
15th, Westwood was just a shot behind 
Danny Willett, only to three-putt the 
16th as Willett made a decisive birdie. 

Perhaps this time lady luck will shine 
on him. 


by Phil Casey 


IF Danny Willett was 
concerned about his form 
heading into The Open on a 
course he has never played 
before, he certainly did a good 
job of hiding it. 

Wearing the Green Jacket he 
earned for his magnificent 
Masters triumph in April, 
Willett looked relaxed as he 
enjoyed ‘Manic Monday’ at 
Wimbledon from the comfort 
of the Royal Box, along with 
18-time Major winner Jack 
Nicklaus, Lee Westwood, Ian 
Poulter and Luke Donald. 

It was a stark contrast from 
his mood three days earlier 
after missing a second 
successive halfway cut in the 
French Open, the 28-year-old 
summing up his two rounds at 
Le Golf National in succinct, 
albeit unprintable, fashion. 

But if the world No.9 was 
looking for a positive omen to 
take with him to Royal Troon, 
he could reflect on how he 
responded to the last time he 
missed two cuts in a row, 
almost exactly 12 months ago. 

After early exits from the US 
Open and French Open in 
2015, Willett travelled to St 
Andrews somewhat under the 
radar as Jordan Spieth’s bid 
for the third leg of an 
unprecedented calendar grand 
slam dominated the headlines. 

Five days later, after a 
Monday finish for just the 
second time in championship 
history, Willett left Scotland 
with his best finish to date in 
any Major and the belief he 
had what it takes to win one 
himself. 

“I had finished 15th at 
Muirfield a couple of years 
earlier, but it was nice being in 
contention all week,” recalled 
Willett, who was second at 
halfway before finishing in a tie 
for sixth. “Being in the mix and 
around the last few groups is 


Willett has the 
will to win again 


Danny Willett insists he 
will not treat The Open 
any differently after 
taking the Masters’ Green 
Jacket from Jordan 
Spieth, below 




always that much better. It was 
good to play with someone like 
Zach (Johnson, the eventual 
winner) and look back and see 
how they won it, what they did, 
what they didn’t do and stuff 
like that you can leam from. 

“The more you play with the 
guys, the more you realise that 
they don’t do things a great 
deal better than you, if not at 
all. The more and more you’re 
in and around this atmosphere 
and in and around this kind of 
golf, the more you realise 
actually, yeah, I’m equipped to 
do pretty well out here.” 

A former world amateur 
No.l, who beat Rory Mcllroy 


in the Amateur Championship 
in 2007, Willett did not have to 
wait too long to put that 
confidence into practice, 
winning his third European 
Tour title in Switzerland just 
six days later. 

Title No.4 then followed at 
the start of 2016 in the Dubai 
Desert Classic, but it was title 
No.5 which, of course, proved 
the real career changer. 

Willett only arrived in 
Augusta on Monday evening 
after the birth of his son, 
Zachariah, and was the last 
player to register for the year’s 
first Major, just as Jack 
Nicklaus had been before his 


win 30 years earlier. Such an 
omen did not look like paying 
dividends when he trailed 
Spieth by five shots with nine 
holes to play, but while the 
defending champion collapsed 
on the back nine, Willett took 
full advantage with a flawless 
closing 67 to become the first 
English winner since 1996. 

Perhaps it is no surprise 
therefore that Willett will take 
the same approach to his 
preparations for The Open, 
arriving at the start of the week 
and treating it like any other 
tournament. 

“I’ve never been up and am 
not going to get up until the 


Monday,” said Willett. “Jon 
(his caddie) is going to get up a 
little bit early and have a look 
around and then we’ll just start 
our prep like we do for any 
other tournament. 

“When we are there and do 
our work it’s enough time to 
have a look at a golf course by 
anyone’s standards, two rounds. 

“The Open never set it up 
anything stupid, what’s there is 
there, they don’t try to catch 
you out and the golf course 
doesn’t really change through 
the week unless you get it 
really burnt out - which 
probably isn’t going to 
happen.” 


Open quiz 


1. In what year was The 
Open first held? 

2. How many courses 
are currently on the 
rota to hold The Open? 

3. And how many 
different courses have 
staged the event? 

4. How many times was 
Jack Nicklaus (below) 
runner-up in The Open? 



5. Which is the longest 
hole on the Old Course 
of Troon, where The 
Open is being staged? 

6 . The lowest round in 
Open history is 63, a 
feat managed by eight 
people. Who was the 
most recent? 

7. With seven runners- 
up finishes, who has 
come second in The 
Open more than 
anyone else? 



8 . Zach Johnson 
(above) is the 
defending champion. 
Where did he win the 
title last year? 

9. How many times has 
Tiger Woods won The 
Open? 

10. The lowest final 
score of 267 was set by 
the 1993 winner. Who 
was it? 

Results 
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Open betting guide 


Stan James odds 


Jason Day 

15-2 

Dustin Johnson 

17-2 

Rory Mcllroy 

9-1 

Jordan Spieth 

10-1 

Sergio Garcia 

20-1 

Adam Scott 

20-1 

Rickie Fowler 

22-1 

Henrik Stenson 

22-1 

Shane Lowry 

25-1 

Branden Grace 

25-1 

Phil Mickelson 

33-1 

Justin Rose 

33-1 

Martin Kaymer 

40-1 

Louis Oosthuizen 

40-1 

Hideki Matsuyama 

40-1 

Zach Johnson 

40-1 

Danny Willett 

40-1 

Chari Schwartzel 

40-1 

Matt Kuchar 

50-1 

Bubba Watson 

50-1 

Lee Westwood 

50-1 

Brooks Koepka 

50-1 

Marc Leishman 

60-1 

Patrick Reed 

66-1 

Brandt Snedeker 

66-1 

Paul Casey 

66-1 

Matthew Fitzpatrick 

66-1 

Jim Furyk 

66-1 

Thongchai Jaidee 

80-1 

Ernie Els 

80-1 


20-1 Garcia 
in the frame 

Spaniard looks well-placed to end his Major hoodoo 


by Joe Carlisle 


JASON DAY and Dustin 
Johnson sit clear at the top of 
the betting market, and with 
good reason as they are two of 
the most consistent players in 
the game at the moment. 

Day is the world No.l, while 
Johnson heads to Royal Troon 
having bagged the US Open to 
lose the tag of “best player 
never to have won a Major”. 

He is clearly in the form 
of his life as he followed it 
two weeks later with the 
WGC-Bridgestone Invitational 
- his third World Golf 
Championship title. 

Last year’s Open was the 
only Major in which he did 
not finish inside the top 10 
in the calendar year, although 
he was ahead at the halfway 
stage before fading. His 
power could prove useful 


on the front nine if it plays 
downwind, potentially ensuring 
he gets off to a good start in 
each round. 

Day could well have beaten 
Johnson to that World Golf 
Championship title at Firestone, 
but for his own struggles - with 
a double bogey on the 16th 
hole on the final round. 

That only serves to highlight 
the fine margins which can 
decide such tournaments. 

But he has not finished 
outside the top 10 in the past 
five Majors, and will definitely 
be in contention - making the 
15-2 on him a bet which should 
guarantee interest for the full 
four days. 

There are strong arguments 
for Day and Johnson, but there 
is always great value in looking 
just slightly outside the main 
favourites. Rory Mcllroy will 
prove popular at 9-1, but recent 


displays have been erratic - 
such as his missed cut in the 
US Open. 

After Johnson won at 
Oakmont, it would be fitting if 
Sergio Garcia could also finally 
claim one of the Majors after 
many near-misses. 

Nine of the 36-year-old 
Spaniard’s 20 top-10 Major 
finishes have come in The 
Open, including second place 
to Mcllroy in 2014 and a tie for 
sixth place last year. Garcia 
was also fifth behind Johnson at 
Oakmont and is long overdue. 

Want a real long shot? Justin 
Leonard is the only player in 
the field to have won The Open 
on this course, and is 500-1. 
This is his most successful 
Major and, while he is not 
expected to win, he may 
tempt a few each-way bets 
with Tom Watson’s 2009 
near-miss in mind. 



Sergio Garcia has nine top-IO Open finishes to his name 


THE OPEN 



NEW CUSTOMER OFFER 

BET £10 GET £20 

^ FREE BET ^ 


1/4 ODDS 5 PLACES 

In-Play on day 1 


1/4 ODDS 7 PLACES 

from 11am Monday 11th July 
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Free Bet Refund, up to £25, 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 44,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of €15 each week 

I 1 AAA neareSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I II II I miCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

I | I It II I IH ™ 10 for Dorset Echo 

II L I rvvv Drize... 1 10 for Sunday Independent 

# • 10 for Brighton Argus 



PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 
Thursday 
9am, 

14th July, 2016 
Names of 
winners will be 



Winners 


Competition number S26 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
R Cogger, Southampton, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


C Baker 
S Barstow 
J Blakely 
D Collett 
D Forder 
M Godwin 
P Gorse 
GGrinham 
S Harfield 
I Keegan 


Southampton, Hants 
Bishopstoke, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


B Lamb 
W McDonald 
M Petherick 
M Redfern 
A Smith 
A Taylor 
RToomer 
C Walsh 
M Williams 
K Willis 


Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
Cowes, IOW 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Warsash, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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FIRST NAME 
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S27 


9 July, 2016 Please cross box 

□ 

GO 

CROSSES 
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£2 
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- □ 

200 

CROSSES 

z3 


□ 

325 

CROSSES 

QJ 

□ 
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SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctosng line Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
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HAMPSHIRE YOUTH GAMES 2016 



The opening ceremony at Aldershot. 



Southampton sailor Pippa Wilson at the opening ceremony. 



MANY MORE YOUTH GAMES PICTURES ONLINE AT DAILYECH0.C0.UK 
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Winchester and North Eastleigh tennis team. 


New Forest tennis team. 




Fareham tennis 


Winchester and North Eastleigh Tri-Golf action. 


Basingstoke tennis. 


Winchester and North Eastleigh hockey team. 




Winchester and North Eastleigh Tri-Golf action. 


Opening ceremony. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailhyecho.co,uk 
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Amir returns 
to Lords for a 
tough Test 


Stellar moments 


Ina Bell has twice scored 126 for England in ODIs at The Ageas Bowl - in 2006 and 2012 


Australia’s Aaron Finch celebrates reaching a century with a six off England’s Stuart Broad in August 2013 


ENGLAND’S Investec Test series gets 
under way against Pakistan at Lord’s 
on Thursday. 

Here, the Sports Pink considers the 
likely talking points in a heavyweight 
encounter: 

AMIR AGAIN - Little else will matter, 
initially, at Lord’s next week apart from 
the return of Mohammad Amir to the 
scene of his 2010 spot-fixing crime. 

His reaction, those of his team-mates, 
opponents and perhaps most of all the 
crowd will be acutely monitored and 
related in print and spoken word. 

Will there be an early no-ball? Will he 
be heckled, or given the silent 
treatment? 

Will he simply demonstrate his 
brilliance by bowling England out 
again? 

PLENTY MORE TO PAKISTAN - Amir 
is the headline act, no doubt. But 
Pakistan have most other bases 
covered too. 

Complementing his late swing, pace 
and control is at least one other world- 
class left-armer in Wahab Riaz - himself 
a vocal veteran of Pakistan’s 2010 tour. 

Sohail Khan, Rabat AM and Imran 
Khan complete an enviable variety of 
pace options. 

If and when England get past them, 


England’s James Anderson will 
miss next week’s 1st Test 
they must deal with the leg-spin of Yasir 
Shah, something they did not manage 
in their 2-0 defeat, admittedly in very 
different climes, last winter. 

ANDERSON’S ABSENCE - England’s 
all-time leading wicket-taker James 
Anderson will not be around to put his 
stamp on the series at Lord’s, as his 
recovery from a stress fracture of the 
shoulder blade in his bowling arm is 
taking longer than he hoped. 

Anderson, especially if cloudy 
weather patterns persists, gives them 
the edge - even with Amir to return fire 
in opposition. Without him, much will 
depend on Stuart Broad to deliver and 
others to state or restate their case 
alongside him. 

THE COUNTER-ATTACKERS - 
England’s selectors were surprisingly 
conservative with their 12-man squad 
for the first Test. Anderson’s injury 
and Nick Compton’s unavailability 
prompted two enforced changes, 
and the temptation to take any more 
chances therefore receded. Coach 
Trevor Bayliss spoke of playing either 
Jos Buttler or Ben Stokes, or both, as 
specialist batsmen, but in the end, he 
and his colleagues played a straighter 
bat. The return of Gary Ballance, at 
number five with Joe Root set to move 
to three, is a gamble in itself. 


ENGLAND were back at The 
Ageas Bowl this week, tak¬ 
ing on Sri Lanka in a T20 in¬ 
ternational. 

Hampshire’s ground has regu¬ 
larly hosted ODIs since its first one 
in 2003 - which came just two years 
after the venue was built. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
highlights of previous ODI games 
(and T20 internationals) at the 
West End stadium. 

July 10, 2003 

Makhaya Ntini was man of the 
match when the Ageas Bowl staged 
its historic first ever One Day Inter¬ 
national. 

The ground had only been in use 
for two years when it hosted a Nat- 
West Series game between South 
Africa and Zimbabwe. 

Ntini took 4-45 as Zimbabwe were 
restricted to 173-8 off their 50 overs. 

He dismissed four of Zimbabwe’s 
top five, including taking the wick¬ 
et of Sean Ervine - two years be¬ 
fore the all-rounder returned to the 
Ageas Bowl for his first season in 
Hampshire colours. 

Ervine made just 17, and Zimba¬ 
bwe needed skipper Heath Streak 
- coming in at No 8 - to compile an 
unbeaten 50 to give his side some¬ 
thing to bowl at. 

South Africa, though, strolled to a 
seven wicket success, with almost 
15 overs in hand. 

There was an early scare when 
Herschelle Gibbs and Martin van 
Jaarsveld fell cheaply - SA were 
8-2 - but skipper Graeme Smith hit 
69 and Jacques Rudolph was 69 not 
out at the close. 

September 17/18 2004 

The Ageas Bowl staged its first 
ever England international. 

The competition was the ICC 
Champions Trophy, and the oppo¬ 
nents were Sri Lanka. 

The game was ruined by typical 
English September weather - ie, 
rain. 

England had only reached 118-3 at 
the end of the first day, so the game 
went into a second. 

Andrew Flintoff hit 104 off 91 
balls, with nine fours and three 
sixes, as England hit 251-7 off their 
50 overs. 

Marcus Trescothick was second 
top scorer with 66. 

In reply, Sri Lanka struggled to 
95-5 after 24 overs with both Flint¬ 
off and Steve Harmison taking 2-21. 

Then more rain came, with Eng¬ 
land declared 49-run winners un¬ 
der the Duckworth/Lewis Method. 

September 22, 2004 

The Rose Bowl staged one of 
the ICC Champions Trophy semi¬ 
finals, welcoming the West Indies 
and Pakistan to West End. 

It was a one-sided encounter, the 
West Indies romping to a seven- 
wicket win with over 20 overs in 
hand after Pakistan had been skit¬ 
tled for 131. 

Though Chris Gayle fell for a sin¬ 
gle on his debut Rose Bowl appear¬ 
ance, man of the match Ramnaresh 
Sarwan’s unbeaten 56 took West In¬ 


dies to the final. 

Brian Lara hit 31 before he was 
forced to retire hurt. 

June 13, 2005 

The most memorable limited 
overs game in the Ageas Bowl’s his¬ 
tory was the historic first T20 game 
involving England and Australia. 

Asked to chase England’s 179-8 
total, the tourists sensationally lost 
seven wickets for eight runs to dip 
from 23-0 to 31-7. 

They were eventually skittled for 
79 with Jon Lewis taking 4-24 and 
Darren Gough 3-16. 

Earlier, Paul Collingwood (46) and 
Marcus Trescothick (41) had top 
scored for England. 


Kevin Pietersen, in his debut sea¬ 
son for Hampshire, struck 34 off 18 
balls. 

The win set the tone for a memo¬ 
rable summer, which saw England 
win the Ashes for the first time 
since 1986/87. 

June 15, 2006 

Sri Lanka win a T20 thriller by 
two runs at West End. 

Marcus Trescothick hit 72 before 
he was run out, as England ended 
on 161-5 chasing the tourists’ 163 all 
out. 

August 21, 2007 

Ian Bell and Alistair Cook both 
scored their maiden ODI hundreds 


as England hammered India by 104 
runs. 

Bell blasted 126 not out and Cook 
made 102, the pair putting on 174 
for the second wicket as England 
rattled up 288-2 from their 50 overs. 

Bell’s previous ODI best was 88 
while Cook’s was only 41. 

India were bowled out for 184 with 
James Anderson taking 4-23. 

September 9, 2009 

Cameron White hit 105 as Austral¬ 
ia defeated England by six wickets 
under the Ageas Bowl floodlights. 

Andrew Strauss (63) and Eoin 
Morgan (43) had top scored in Eng¬ 
land’s below par 228-9 total off 50 
overs. 
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at the Ageas Bowl 


Amir to return 
to scene of 
his scandal 



New Zealand’s Martin Guptill celebrates his century at The Ageas Bowl in June 2013 



Eoin Morgan celebrates reaching a century and beating Australia at the Ageas Bowl in 2010. 


Ex-Hampshire batsman Michael 
Clarke (52) supported White as 
the tourists won with nine balls to 
spare. 

June 22, 2010 

England provided a century star 
when Australia returned to South¬ 
ampton for another 50-over contest 
the following year. 

Michael Clarke struck 87 not out 
as the Aussies posed 267-7. 

England slumped to 97-4 with the 
top order of Andrew Strauss, Craig 
Kieswetter, Kevin Pietersen and 
Paul Collingwood all failing. 

Bur No 5 Eoin Morgan was the 
man for the big occasion, hitting 
103 not out and finding good sup¬ 


port from Luke Wright (36) and 
Tim Bresnan (27). 

England won by four wickets 
with four overs in hand. 

September 22, 2010 

Eoin Morgan was England’s hero 
for the second Ageas Bowl ODI run¬ 
ning. 

The Middlesex batsman struck 
his second century at the ground in 
a matter of weeks as England ham¬ 
mered Pakistan by 121 runs. 

This time Morgan hit 107 not out 
off 101 balls as England posted 256- 
6, with Paul Collingwood second 
top scorer with 47. 

Stuart Braod (3-25) and Graeme 
Swann (3-26) starred as Pakistan 


were routed for 135. 

September 6, 2011 

Alistair Cook was England’s 
match-winner in a game reduced 
by rain from 50 overs a side to 23 
overs a side. 

After India had posted a challeng¬ 
ing 187-8 target, Cook smashed an 
unbeaten 80 off 63 balls. 

Fellow opener Craig Kieswetter 
added 46 from 25 balls and England 
ended up winning by seven wickets 
with five balls remaining. 

June 16, 2012 

Ian Bell smacked his second ODI 
century at The Ageas Bowl as Eng¬ 
land hammered the West Indies. 


Bell hit 126 - the same score he 
had managed against India six 
years earlier at the same ground - 
as England amassed 288-6 off their 
50 overs. 

Tim Bresnan bagged 4-34 in reply 
as the West Indies were dismissed 
for 172. 

August 28, 2012 

Hashim Amla established a new 
Ageas Bowl ODI record with 150 
in South Africa’s 287-7 total off 50 
overs. 

In reply, Ian Bell and Samit Patel 
both scored 45 as England fell 80 
runs short. 

June 2, 2013 

Martin Gaptill shredded the re¬ 
cord books as New Zealand romped 
to victory. 

The opener struck 19 fours and 
two sixes in powering his way to 
189 - the highest individual one- 
day score in Ageas Bowl history. 

Kane Williamson (55) and Ross 
Taylor (60) both joined in the fun, 
before Brendan McCullum came in 
to lash 40 off 19 balls as the Kiwis 
totalled 359-3. 

Jonathan Trott hit 109 off 104 
balls in reply, but Guptill’s effort 
totalled overshadowed his century 
and England were all out for 273. 

August 29, 2013 

Yet another incredible display of 
hitting, this time from the bat of 
Australian opener Aaron Finch. 

Finch went into the game with a 
T20 ODI best of 43, yet bludgeoned 
14 sixes and 11 boundaries in a 
stunning 63-ball 156. 

Joe Root replied with a 49-ball 
unbeaten 90 as England responded 
with 209-6. 

That was a score good enough to 
win most T20 games, but not this 
one. 

September 16, 2013 

Another Ageas Bowl ODI, another 
huge score by a visiting batsman. 

This time it was the turn of one¬ 
time Hampshire all rounder Shane 
Watson to steal the headlines. 

He smashed six sixes and 12 fours 
in his 104-ball 160 as Australia piled 
up 298. 

Michael Clarke was second top 
scorer with 75. 

Ravi Bopara top scored in reply 
with 62, but England fell 49 runs 
short. 

June 14, 2015 

The England v New Zealand se¬ 
ries produced some large scores, 
and this game was no exception. 

England hammered 302 - their 
highest ODI score at the ground - 
and still lost. 

Eoin Morhan (71), Ben Stokes (68) 
and Joe Root (54) all scored half 
centuries for England, while Sam 
Billings smote 36 off 16 balls to¬ 
wards the end. 

New Zealand still won by three 
wickets, though, with Kane Wil¬ 
liamson (118) and Ross Taylor (110) 
hitting hundreds in a thrilling en¬ 
counter. 


MOHAMMAD Amir is expected to make 
his return to Test cricket at Lord’s, 
the scene of his notorious spot-fixing 
scandal, when Pakistan begin their 
series against England next week. 

Amir, and co-conspirators Mohammad 
Asif and Salman Butt, were banned for 
five years and served jail terms for their 
part in bowling no-balls to order for 
financial gain at HQ in August 2010. 

The Sports Pink charts some of the 
reactions to the fallout as well as Amir’s 
comeback. 

AUGUST 2010 - WHEN THE NEWS OF THE 
WORLD STORY FIRST EMERGED: 
Then-England captain Andrew Strauss: “If 
someone is found categorically guilty of 
doing it, the only way for me is for you not to 
be able to play international cricket again.” 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Yousuf Raza 
Gilani: “The latest fixing allegations have 
bowed our heads in shame.” 

NOVEMBER 2011 - ON THE TRIO BEING 
CONVICTED: 

International Cricket Council chief executive 
Haroon Lorgat: “The ICC takes no pleasure 
from the fact that these players stepped 
outside not only the laws of the game but 
also the criminal laws of the country in 
which they were participating.” 

Pakistan Cricket Board spokesman Nadeem 
Sarwar: “There is little sympathy in Pakistan 
for the sorry pass they have come to.” 


FEBRUARY 2012 - ON RUMOURS OF AMIR 
APPEALING HIS BAN: 

Strauss: “I’ve said all along that the deterrent 



Pakistan’s Mohammad Amir. 


for match-fixing or spot-fixing should be as 
strong as it possibly can be to make sure 
people don’t do it in the future. Amir and the 
others have obviously suffered quite badly 
- they’ve been to prison - but it’s for others 
to decide.” 

OCTOBER 2015 - AHEAD OF AMIR’S 
RETURN TO CRICKET: 

Former England captain Kevin Pietersen 
(who was dismissed by Amir for a golden 
duck in the Lord’s Test): “I know Mohammad 
Amir was only 18 when he got into trouble, 
and that he was a special talent. I also know 
that he and Mohammad Asif were from 
poor backgrounds and were offered a hell 
of a lot of money for a few seconds’ work. 
But I don’t care; they should not be coming 
back.” 

JUNE 2016 - AHEAD OF AMIR’S TEST 
COMEBACK: 

Current England captain Alastair Cook (also 
dismissed by Amir at Lord’s in 2010): “It’s 
kind of ironic that his first Test match back 
will probably be here at Lord’s. He’s served 
his time. He was punished for what he did, 
and quite rightly so - because we’ve got to 
protect the integrity of the game. I have no 
problem playing against him at all.” 

England bowler Stuart Broad (who made 
a his only international century during the 
Lord’s Test): “In Amir’s case I certainly have 
no hard feelings about playing against him 
again. What he did was wrong but he was 
extremely young and maybe not aware of 
the consequences.” 

Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur: “He’s served 
his time, he’s done it. The other stuff is not 
relevant to me, the stuff that’s relevant to me 
is making Mohammad Amir the best he can 
possibly be as a cricketer.” 
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DAWSON ENJOYS HANTS’ 
GREATESTT20IDEDUT 



Liam Dawson (Pictures by Dave Yokes Photography) 


LIAM Dawson enjoyed the 
perfect Twenty20 interna¬ 
tional debut this week. 

In front of a capacity 13,000 crowd 
at The Ageas Bowl the slow left-arm- 
er took 3-11 in 11 balls before finish¬ 
ing with 3-27 from his four overs as 
Sri Lanka were bowled out for 140, as 
England secured an eight-wicket win. 
Here the Sports Pink looks at how 
Hampshire’s seven other England 
T20I debutants have fared. 

Kevin Pietersen (v Australia, June 
2005) 

KP’s T20 debut was also England’s 
first ever T20 international and like 
Dawson, came in a winning cause at 
The Rose Bowl- by the huge margin 
of 100 runs. 

On a sunny Monday afternoon a few 
weeks before a remarkable Ashes se¬ 
ries, KP impressed with three fours 
and a six in his 18-ball 34, 

He also took three catches in Aus¬ 
tralia’s first four overs as the tour¬ 
ists were skittled for 79 in reply to 
England’s 179-8. 

Dimitri Mascarenhas (v West In¬ 
dies, June 2007) 

Claimed Shiv Chanderpaul and 
Devon Smith as his first internatioal 
wickets, both caught in the deep, be¬ 
fore finishing with 2-39, But he was 
out for two to fellow T20I debutant 
Darren Sammy as the Windies won 
by 15 runs at The Oval 

Chris Tremlett (v India, Septem¬ 
ber 2007) 

The Southampton-born fast bowler 
had already made his Test and ODI 
debut before he played his first and 
only T20 international, alongside 
Mascarenhas, at the inaugural World 
T20 in Durban 

He claimed the scalps of Virender 
Sehwag and Robin Uthappa in suc¬ 
cessive overs, but at a cost of 45 runs 
as England lost by 18. 

Michael Lumb (v West Indies, May 
2010 ). 

The powerful left-hander made his 
T20I debut at the World T20 he helped 
England win six years ago, at the top 
of the order alongside Craig Kieswet- 
ter. It was a combination key to Eng¬ 
land’s success. He and Kieswetter put 
on 36 from the first 22 balls of the 
group match at the Guyana National 
Stadium. It ended when Lumb was 
out for 28 (18 balls), bowled by Chris 
Gayle. England made 191-5 but lost by 
eight wickets on Duckworth Lewis 
before winning the final a few weeks 
later. 

Danny Briggs (v South Africa, Sep¬ 
tember 2012) 

Dawson’s fellow slow left-armer 
opened the bowling and finished 
withl-16 from his two overs, bowling 
Faf du Plessis with his last delivery, 
as England won by 28 runs. Briggs 


played the last of his seven T20Is 
two and a half years ago in Hobart, 
when he conceded 53 from four overs 
against Australia. 

Michael Carberry (v Sri Lanka, 
May 2014) 

Like Tremlett, the left-hander had 
already played for England in the 
two other formats when he played his 
first and only T20 international. 


He was given the chance to replace 
Michael Lumb as Alex Hales’ open¬ 
ing partner but was out for seven off 
the bowling of Angelo Mathews in 
the second over of England’s reply to 
the tourists 183-7 

Carberry was replaced by Jason 
Roy against India four months later. 

James Vince (v Pakistan, Novem¬ 
ber 2015) 


Hampshire’s captain enjoyed a 
stunning T20 debut of his own as 
England beat Pakistan by 14 runs 
in the United Arab Emirates eight 
months ago. 

His 36-ball 41 at the Dubai Sports 
City Stadium including six fours and 
a six and helped England to 160-5. 

It was the first of three brilliant 
innings in five days that earned him 
the man-of-the-series accolade. 


Morgan’s 
plaudits 
for Daws’ 

ENGLAND captain Eoin 
Morgan heaped praise 
on Liam Dawson after his 
dream international debut. 

Brought on to bowl the 
seventh over from the 
Pavilion End, Dawson struck 
with his fifth ball. 

After conceding three 
singles and an inside-edged 
four, the slow left-armer had 
his first England wicket when 
the left-handed Danushka 
Gunathilaka drove him to 
Chris Jordan at long-off. 

Dawson was gifted an easy 
return catch by Kusal Mendis 
against the penultimate ball 
of his second over. 

And he had the scalp of Sri 
Lanka captain Angelo 
Mathews, who was bowled 
middle stump attempting to 
hit the debutant across the 
line in the direction of the 
Nursery Ground, midway 
through his third. 

It was the most remarkable 
passage of play in an 
incredible 12 months for 
Dawson. He had only taken 
three wickets in a T20 match 
twice before (4-19 for 
Hampshire against Kent in 
2013 and 3-25 against 
Middlesex in 2009) and here 
he was winning a match for 
his country. 

This was undoubtedly the 
highlight of the 26 year-old’s 
career. Sri Lanka may not 
have had the best of tours, 
but they were desperate to 
finish it with a first win. 

Those hopes were blown 
away as Dawson accounted 
for three of their top four in 
the space of 11 balls. 

“Liam played the brand of 
cricket we play as a side 
which was really, really 
good,” said Morgan. “A 
special mention to him on his 
home patch. 

“He showed a wealth of 
experience. He wasn’t 
tempted to throw the ball up 
at any stage but bowled into 
the wicket and did what he 
does best. I thought that was 
brilliant from him.” 

Dawson also had a hand in 
a fourth wicket as Dusan 
Shanka was run out by Jason 
Roy from deep cover to the 
ball that followed Mathews’ 
dismissal. 

At that stage Sri Lanka were 
82-5. They were 106-6 in the 
15th when a James Vince 
direct hit ran out Ramith 
Rambukwella from backward 
point. 

It was another champagne 
moment for an England team 
featuring two Hampshire 
players for the first time since 
2009 (and for the first time at 
The Ageas Bowl since 2007). 



Vince (left) and Dawson 
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HANTS UP AGAINST 
POTENTIAL SIGNING 



Varun Chopra batting against Hampshire at The Ageas Bowl in 2011 


HAMPSHIRE will have the 
chance to assess another 
potential signing Varun 
Chopra when they take on 
Warwickshire in the Spec- 
savers County Champion¬ 
ship at Edgbaston tomor¬ 
row. 

Warwickshire have confirmed 
that the 29 year-old opening bats¬ 
man will be leaving at the end of 
the season. 

And Chopra is one of three play¬ 
ers Hampshire have made 28-day 
notices of approach for. 

Northamptonshire’s 22 year- 
old fast bowler Oily Stone and 
Durham opening batsman Mark 
Stoneman, who captained his 
county in the draw against Hamp¬ 
shire at Chester-le Street this 
week, have also been targeted by 
Giles White and Dale Benken- 
stein. 

Stoneman, was out for 17 on 
Monday but has made 534 runs 
at 48.5 in the Championship this 
year, is also the subject of interest 
from Surrey along with his Dur¬ 
ham teammate Scott Borthwick. 

The left-hander averages a mod¬ 
est 32 in first-class cricket but 
opening at The Riverside is prob¬ 
ably the Championship’s biggest 
batting handicap - as Dale Ben- 
kenstein and Will Smith will at¬ 
test. 

Like Stoneman, right-handed 
Chopra is 29 and has a first-class 
average of 39 since moving to 
Warwickshire seven years ago. 

He averages 37 overall as he 
made 2252 runs at 29.63 for Essex 
from 2006-09. Essex are also inter¬ 
ested in their former England Li¬ 
ons batsman. 

A Warwickshire CCC statement 
said: “Both parties believe that 
now is a good time for Varun to 
accept a fresh challenge and he is 
now able to talk to other counties 
in order to realise his own career 
ambitions.” 

Hampshire are after long-term 
replacements for Michael Car- 
berry, coach Benkenstein having 
revealed doubts at the veteran’s 
hunger now his England career 
is over, and Jimmy Adams, who is 
also 35. 

Academy product Joe Weather- 
ley is highly thought of but with 
Adams and Carberry entering the 
twilight of their careers, Hamp¬ 
shire are also keen to recruit 
some more experience. 

Nottinghamshire and Essex are 
also reported to be interested in 
Chopra, the latter having devel¬ 
oped the former England U19 and 
Warwickshire captain around the 
same time as England captain 
Alastair Cook. 

Ironically, Chopra is on course 
for the best season of his career 


(570 Championship runs at 47.5). 

He will probably open the bat¬ 
ting with 20 year-old Andrew 
Umeed against Hampshire over 
the next four days, with captain 
Ian Bell and Jonathan Trott form¬ 
ing a daunting top four. 

Warwickshire beat Surrey by 
ten wickets at Guildford this week 
and are currently third in a very 


congested top five. 

Only one point celebrates the 
top three and Durham and cham¬ 
pions Yorkshire are only ten and 
14 points behind, both with a 
game in hand. 

Bottom-of-the-table Hampshire 
are 23 points adrift of the near¬ 
est safety position, but with two 
games in hand on Nottingham¬ 


shire, who drew with second- 
placed Lancashire this week. 

Lancashire have this week off 
but Somerset play Middlesex at 
Taunton and Surrey take on York¬ 
shire at The Oval from Monday. 

Hampshire (possible): Smith, 
Adams, Alsop, Carberry, Wheat- 
er, Ervine, McLaren, McManus, 
Berg Andrew, Crane, Tomlinson 


Hampshire 
Cricket 
fixtures 2016 

APRIL 

4- 6 Cardiff MCCU (h) 
Hampshire 369-8 dec (J 
Weatherley 83, T Alsop 
82, L McManus 68) & 
126-3, Cardiff UCCE 258- 
9 (M Crane 3-70) & 79-1. 
Drawn. 

10-13 Warwickshire (h) 
SCC 

Hampshire 202 (R 
McLaren 85) & 185-5 
(L Dawson 50no), 
Warwickshire 369 (J 
Tomlinson 3079, F 
Edwards 3-102). Drawn 
17-20 Yorkshire (a) SCC 
Yorkshire 593-9 dec 

6 183-8 (J Tomlinson 
3-31), Hampshire 453 (S 
Ervine 123, J Vince 119, 

A Wheater 62, R McLaren 
55no). Drawn 

MAY 

1-4 Middlesex (h) SCC 
Hants 336 (M Carberry 
107, L Dawson 89) & 
290-5 dec (J Adams 
70, A Wheather 57no, R 
McLaren 46no), Middlesex 
361 (J Tomlinson 4-74, 

R McLaren 4-74) & 55-2. 
Drawn. 

8-11 Lancashire (a) SCC 
Hants 109 & 253 
(Kerrigan 5-59)), Lancs 
456 (Procter 137, Best 

5- 50). Lost by an innings 
and 94 runs. 

22-25 Nottinghamshire 
(h) SCC 

Hampshire 270 (T Alsop 
72) & 223-9 dec (W Smith 
61 no), Notts 189 & 235 
(T Best 4-47). Hampshire 
won by 67 runs. 

27 Middlesex (Uxbridge) 
T20 

Middlesex 195-6, 
Hampshire 126 (L Dawson 
46). Hampshire lost by 
69 runs. 

29 Middlesex (a, TBC) 

SCC 

Middlesex 467-3 dec, 
Hampshire 131 &220 (J 
Adams 78). Hampshire 
lost by an innings and 
116 runs. 

JUNE 

2 Kent (h) T20 
Hampshire 158-8 (M 
Carberry 54), Kent 149 (S 
Afridi 3-33). Hampshire 
won by nine runs. 

3 Glamorgan (a) T20 
Hampshire 141 (A 
Wheater 39), Glamorgan 
143-5. Hampshire lost by 
five wickets 

5 Essex (h) RL0DC 
Hampshire 310-4 (A 
Wheater 90, T Alsop 83, 

L Dawson 70no), Essex 
314-7. Hampshire lost by 
three wickets. 

7 Middlesex (Radlett CC) 
RL0DC 

Middlesex 295-8 (M 
Crane 4-80), Hampshire 
204-5 (L Dawson 68no, 

S Ervine 45, A Wheater 
41). Hampshire won by 5 


wickets (DL). 

8 Kent (a) T20 (f) - Kent 
193-3, Hampshire 185-9 
(S Ervine 56). Hampshire 
lost by eight runs. 

9 Surrey (a) T20 - Surrey 
188-5, Hampshire 108 (L 
McManus 41 G Andrew 
31). Hampshire lost by 
80 runs. 

14 Gloucestershire (a) 
RL0DC (D- Gloucs 352-3, 
Hampshire 342-8 (G 
Andrew 70no, L Dawson 
57, S Ervine 53, T Alop 
50), Hampshire lost by 

10 runs. 

15 Surrey (h) RL0DC (f) 

- Hampshire 289-8 (T 
Alsop 16, S Ervine 50), 
Surrey 283-9 (G Berg 
4-64). Hampshire won by 
six runs. 

17 Sussex (h) T20 (f) - 
abandoned, rain. 

19 Somerset (a) T20 

- Hampshire 133 (L 
Dawson 46), Somerset 
136-4. Hampshire lost by 
6 wickets. 

24 Essex (a) T20 (f)- 
Hampshire 134-8 (M 
Carbery 34), Essex 136-5. 
Hampshire lost by 5 
wickets. 

25 Gloucestershire (h) 
T20-abandoned, rain. 
26-29 Somerset (h) SCC- 
Hampshire 219 (J Adams 
61) & 173-4 (T Alsop 53), 
Somerset 474-8 dec (R 
McLaren 5-104). Drawn. 

JULY 

1 Surrey (a) T20 (f) 

3- 6 Durham (a) SCC 
8 Essex (h) T20 (f) 

10-13 Warwickshire (a) 
SCC 

14 Glamorgan (h) T20 (f) 
17-20 Surrey (h) SCC 
22 Middlesex (h) T20 (f) 

26 Kent (h) RL0DC (f) 

27 Sussex (a) RL0DC (f) 
29 Somerset (h) T20 (f) 

31 Glamorgan (Swansea) 
RL0DC 

AUGUST 

2 Somerset (h) RL0DC (f) 

4- 7 Lancashire (h) SCC 
8-11 T20 quarter-finals 
13-16 Nottinghamshire 
(a) SCC 

17-18 RL0DC quarter¬ 
finals 

20T20 Finals Day 
(Edgbaston) 

23-26 Somerset (a) SCC 
31-3 Yorkshire (h)SCC 

SEPTEMBER 
6-9 Surrey (a) SCC 
17 RL0DC final 
20-23 Durham (h) SCC 


Key 

SCC: Specsavers County 
Championship 
T20: NatwestT20 Blast 
RL0DC: Royal London 
One-Day Cup 
(f): Floodlit 
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supporting local jobs and good causes 


Southampton and the SO postcode now has its 
very own not-for-profit lottery, , which 

will focus on job creation and providing funds for 
good causes in the region. 

offers win-win benefits for people in 
the SO postcode. Players will have a chance to 
win cash prizes of up to £50,000, but will also 
be putting money back into the community’, says 
Trevor Thorne, who has launched the lottery with 
the backing of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Opportunity Society. 

is based on the very successful Isle 
of Wight Lottery which recently celebrated its 


15th anniversary. Started in 2001, the lottery 
has created nearly 2,500 jobs and given out 
two million pounds in prize money to the island 
community. 

SOIotto can be played either by buying scratch 
cards from newsagents and other retailers in the 
area, or by signing up online to a weekly lottery. 

The SOIotto Weekly lottery will run once 
5,000 people have entered. What’s more, SOIotto 
prizes will be guaranteed meaning that there will 
always be a jackpot winner winning amounts up to 
£50,000 each week. SOIotto scratch cards offer a 
1 in 5 chance of winning prizes of up to £5,000. 






Go to: www.solotto.uk and sign up today! 


Buy SOIotto Scratch 
Cards in: 

Get along now to 
purchase yours! 

Sign up NOW! 




Highfield News 


70% of the proceeds from every scratch 
card and 60% from every SOIotto 
Weekly entry will be given to winners, 
sellers and good causes - a much 
higher percentage than most lotteries. 
Retailers will also have a say as to 
which local charity they would like to 
support. For example, Highfield News in 
Southampton is selling scratch cards to 
support the Hampshire Air Ambulance. 


Foundry Lane News 
and Food 


My Premier 
48 Lodge Road 


Scratch Card Winner 


SOIotto scratch cards will also be on sale 
at events and festivals over the summer 
including the Mela Festival being held in 
Hoglands Park, Southampton on 16th July 
with the proceeds going to support Art Asia. 


WINNER 

of the M&S Giftcard 


NAME: Charlotte Masters 
POSTCODE: SOI 5 


What people are saying about SOIotto... 


Ram Kalyan ‘Kelly’, 

Unity 101 FM 


“By signing up for SOIotto 
I feel that my money will 
be helping worthy causes 
in the city... It’s great to 
give something back. ” 

Mrs CF, a SOIotto sign up 
& business owner 


“SOIotto is a great 
way for the people of 
Southampton to invest 
in community based 
projects for their city. ” 
Xan Phillips, voice fm 


“I feel that this lottery 
supports our local 
amenities, creates jobs 
and hopefully makes a 
difference to the people 
in our area. ’’ 

Mrs OT, a SOIotto sign up 


“I am impressed with 
the potential for SOIotto 
to provide a unique 
opportunity to create 
jobs and support 
good causes. ” 

Don John, 

Race & Diversity Consultant 


“I support SOIotto 
because it is helping 
the local community 
and local charities. ” 

Miss LF, a SOIotto sign up 


“SOIotto is truly by the 
community, for the 
community and to the 
community. In times 
of uncertainty it’s even 
more important we get 
behind SOIotto to create 
local jobs and help other 
great causes. ” 


[ Sign up to today! 


If you would like to sign up for the SOIotto Weekly 
Lottery with jackpots of up to £50,000 

Please ring: 02380 767173 or, provide your details below and return in an 
envelope to the address provided and a member of the SOIotto team will get 
in touch. 

Name 

Address Postcode 



Play for Southampton! 

Creating jobs, supporting our communities, making a difference 


Tel No 


Email 


Please return to: SOIotto, c/o Southern Daily Echo, Test Lane, 
Redbridge Southampton, SOI 6 9JX 
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British CraMs man ship 

Woburn 

Riser 

Recliner 

jest Btty 

Which? 

% <<V> 

^>0 o'P 

ec// ner Chairs ^ 


Come and try the 

Award Winning 

Woburn Riser Recliner 
FREE 5 Year Guarantee! 

Visit our Showroom 

502 Portswood Road 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI 7 3SP 

02380 555888 

enquiries@deeceeupholstery.co.uk 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


ROYAL 

COURT 



OPEN 

WEEKEND 

30th - 31st July 
10am-4pm 

LUXURIOUS 

WATERSIDE 

RETIREMENT 

APARTMENTS 


Join us for our Open 
Weekend where you 
can enjoy delicious 
cheese and wine as 
well as a guided tour of 
our luxury apartments. 



To book your place, 
please contact us on: 

0845 0560116 

info@hartwoodresidential.co.uk 

highwoodgroup.co.uk/royalcourt 


Suites * Electric Adjustable Beds 
Corner Units * Re-upholstery 


■ Victoria Road, Netley, 
Southampton, S031 5DR 



Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
Tel: 023 8055 7777 

104 Ringwood Road, Walkford, Christchurch BH23 5RF 
Teh 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


Home Choose Carpets 

III A 

ft 


m 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 


• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 


Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 



STOCK ITEMS 

WITH THIS VOUCHER 

CARPETS / FLOORING / BEDS / BEDROOM FURNITURE 

Parham Drive, Boyatt Wood Industrial Estate, EASTLEIGH, SO50 4NU. Tel: 02380 653600 
also at 166a Southampton Road, FAREHAM. P014 4QL. Tel: 01489 571206 

wwwxarpetsandbeds.com 


• OPEN 7 DAYS 




• FREE ESTIMATES 

• 100'S OF BIG BRANDS 

• HUGE RANGE OF 
MATTRESSES 

• 100'S OF RUGS 

• DISPOSAL OF OLD 
FLOORING & BEDS 
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Easton’s players with the silverware Pictures http://www.davevokes.photography 


THEY’RE FULL OF 
EASTON SPIRIT 


Easton and Martyr Wor¬ 
thy’s Ulls made history 
as the club’s first junior 
side to win the prestig¬ 
ious Hampshire County 
Cup. 

Their 18-run win against Ham- 
bledon at St Cross Symondians’ 
Green Jackets ground, is the ic¬ 
ing on the cake for Easton, who 
are celebrating their 70th anni¬ 
versary. 


EMW advanced from a sound 
41-0 through Monty Randle (27) 
and Hamish Croft (30 retired) 
and added 46 off the last three 
overs 

by Jack Robinson, Jacobi Mc- 
Cowen and Rory Wooster, who 
cracked 19 off the last six balls. 

Easton innings closed on 119-3 
and then restricted Hambledon 
to 91-6 with Isaac Low conced¬ 
ing only seven runs off his four 
over spell. Randle was arguably 


man-of-the-match, with his leg 
spin bowling bringing rewards 
of 3-16. 

Two wickets were taken by Pe¬ 
ter Burnand as Hambledon fell 
short at 91-6. 


Monty Randle, pictured right, 
was voted man of the match in 
Easton’s final victory. 




Wenger: 
Brexit is 
big blow 

ARSENAL manager Arsene 
Wenger has warned the United 
Kingdom’s decision to leave 
the European Union could have 
a lasting effect on the Premier 
League. 

The Frenchman professed his 
surprise at the result of June’s 
EU referendum which saw the 
country vote in favour of Brexit - 
with the UK planning to withdraw 
membership as a result. 

Football Association chairman 
Greg Dyke has said it would 
take two years to know just what 
consequences the vote could 
have on English football while 
Premier League officials said 
the global appeal of the division 
‘will continue to be the case 
regardless of the referendum 
result’. 

Wenger, who has been in charge 
of the Gunners for nearly 20 
years, believes the effects will 
not be felt straight away but that 
leaving the EU could impact 
upon the Premier League in the 
future. 

“It worries me, it shocks me too,” 
the 66-year old said. 

“Nobody knows how exactly 
this is going to translate into a 
practical plan. Nobody really 
knows where we are going. 

Shock 

“But the shock, is that we 
discover that in England there is 
a majority of people who want to 
leave the European Union. 

“The players will see their 
wages come down a bit and the 
competition with Germany, for 
example, will be stronger. 

“In my opinion, it is 
overwhelmingly in the long-term 
that there are questions to be 
answered. The way in which 
England will leave the European 
Union will dictate the future of the 
Premier League. 

“If the league becomes less 
attractive, the broadcasters will 
offer less money for the rights, 
club revenues will decrease and 
the Premier League will suffer 
the consequences. There lies the 
problem.” 

With a new multi-billion pound 
television deal coming into force 
for the new season and beyond, 
Premier League clubs should still 
be able to afford the continent’s 
best players. 

But Wenger, who has so far this 
summer splashed in excess 
of £30millon on Switzerland 
international Granit Xhaka and 
agreed a deal in principle to sign 
Japanese striker Takuma Asano, 
believes Britain’s exit from the 
EU could impact the appeal of a 
move to the Premier League. 

“We thought that one day the 
best players from Real and Barca 
would say ‘I also want to go to 
England because everyone is 
over there’,” he added. 

“All of that is now uncertain and 
Brexit is a spanner in the works. 

It will have consequences, not 
in the very short term, but in the 
long term, yes. 

“The big English clubs have 
the means to keep hold of 
their biggest assets. The most 
important thing lies elsewhere. 
Currently, the league is seen as 
the most attractive one and that 
image could disappear.” 



Arsene Wenger. 
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Cup winners Hook show off their silverware. Pictures from Dave Yokes (LMI Photography). 


LOCAL CRICKET 


FINAL BOWL-OUT DRAMA 


HOOK & Newnham Basics 
won the HCB Under-13 Cup - 
the Bill Hindley Trophy - after 
a dramatic bowl-out after the 
final against Sarisbury Ath¬ 
letic at Tichborne Park was 
washed out by heavy rain in 
mid-stream. 

Hook had already posted a formida¬ 
ble 148-3 through Will Wyatt (30), Ol- 
lie James (30), Josh May (24) and Cal- 
lum Doran (19), but Sarisbury were 
unable to start their reply due to the 
bad weather. 

Bowl-out 

The final had to be decided by a 
bowl-out, which Hook won 2-1 after 
each side had bowled ten deliveries. 

Ollie James hit the stumps with the 
tenth and final delivery of the bowl 
out to secure the cup for Hook and 
send them to the sle of Wight in the 
next round. 



Runners-up Sarisbury 



Racing 

week 

Monday: Evening action as 
usual from Windsor, with 
Wolverhampton also joining 
the party with a decent card at 
Dunstall Park. That is not the 
only all-weather venue in action 
as Chelmsford also race In the 
afternoon with the class three 
BET toteexacta Handicap the 
best event over five furlongs. 

Tuesday: The 131st Year Of The 
Watt Memorial Handicap is the 
pick of the card at Beverley. 

The race commemorates Squire 
Watts who hailed from the nearby 
Bishop Burton and owned four 
St Leger winners between 1813 
and 1833. 

Wednesday: The Paul Kelleway 
Memorial Classified Stakes at 
Lingfield pays due tribute to the 
former National Hunt jockey and 
later trainer who died in 1999. He 
rode Bula to Champion Hurdle 
victories in 1971 and ‘72, while 
he excelled in improving cheaply- 
bought horses as a trainer, 
counting French Oaks winner 
Madam Gay and Champion 
Stakes victor Swiss Maid among 
the best he trained. 

Thursday: The Meld Stakes 
at Leopardstown has been 
somewhat farmed by Dermot 
Weld recently so it will be 
interesting to see if this year’s 
dual Derby-winning handler 
is represented in this year’s 
renewal of the nine-furlong event. 
Famous Name won it three times 
between 2010 and 2012 while 
Carla Bianca obliged for Weld 
last term. 

Friday: Newbury kicks off its 
two-day weekend fixture with 
an afternoon highlighted by 
the Listed Rose Bowl Stakes, a 
six-furlong event for juveniles. 
Tasleet emerged victorious 
last term and went on to win 
a valuable sales event at York 
as well as a Group Three heat 
earlier this year. 

Saturday: Minding may be set 
to swerve the Darley Irish Oaks 
but the Curragh showpiece still 
provides the highlight of the 
weekend action. Aidan O’Brien 
has pinpointed the fillies’ Classic 
as a likely date for Ascot winner 
Even Song and with the likes of 
Epsom second Architecture also 
in the mix, the Group One could 
yet attract a competitive field. 

Ably supported by the Anglesey 
Stakes and the Sapphire Stakes, 
the Irish action really is the 
pinnacle of the week. Newbury 
stages the Hackwood Stakes 
which is worth a second glance, 
although the Weatherbys Super 
Sprint is the key event, boasting 
£250,000 in prize-money and 
counting the likes of Tiggy Wiggy, 
Lyric Fantasy and Paris House on 
the roll of honour. 

Sunday: The second day of the 
Oaks meeting highlighted by the 
Kilboy Estates Stakes, a Group 
Two affair for fillies. 

FIXTURES (FLAT in 
capitals) 

Monday: AYR, CHELMSFORD, 
WINDSOR (evening), 
WOLVERHAMPTON (evehing) 
Tuesday: BATH, BEVERLEY, 
THIRSK (evening), Worcester 
(evening) 

Wednesday: CATTERICK, 
LINGFIELD, SANDOWN 
(evening), Uttoxter, YARMOUTH 
(evening) 

Thursday: CHEPSTOW, 
DONCASTER (evening), 

EPSOM (evening), HAMILTON, 
LEICESTER 

Friday: HAMILTON (evening), 
HAYDOCK, NEWBURY, 
NEWMARKET (evening), 
NOTTINGHAM, PONTEFRACT 
(evening) 

Saturday: Cartmel, HAYDOCK 
(evening), LINGFIELD (evening), 
Market Rasen (CH4), NEWBURY 
(CH4), NEWMARKET (CH4), 
RIPON 

Sunday: Newton Abbot, 

REDCAR, Stratford 
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Longparish CC line up. 


UNBEATEN Hampshire League County 
Division 2 leaders Longparish trimmed 
Bishops Waltham by 21 runs to tee- 
up a Tichborne Trophy semi-final tie 
against Southern Premier League side 
Fair Oak on Monday (6.15). 

Will de Cani smashed an unbeaten 
half-century for Parish and was par¬ 
ticularly brutal on Ross Bullard, whose 
‘power play’ (14th) over was smashed 
for 42 - sixes counting double and main¬ 
ly ending up in the next field ! 

With Alex Coetzee cracking 45 not 
out, Longparish swept to 157-5 off 18 
overs. 

Bishops Waltham were never at the 
races and although Andy Wymms (25), 
Don Quincey (22) and Henry McGhee 
(28 not out) made their mark, the visi¬ 
tors could only muster 136-8 in reply, 
with teenager Callum Giles and Coet¬ 
zee taking two wickets each. 

In the other semi-final, Sparsholt host 
Tichborne Park at Locks Lane. 

Finals night is at St Cross Symondi- 
ans’ ground, Winchester, on Thursday 
July 28. 


WEATHER CLASHES WITH 
MOGG’S SUPERB EFFORT 



DANNY Mogg produced ca¬ 
reer-best seam bowling fig¬ 
ures of 8-18 against St Cross 
III - only to have his efforts 
wrecked by the rain! 

On the comeback trail for OTs & 
Romsey II after a back injury, Mogg 
knocked over the first four St Cross 
batsmen without a run on the board, 
writes Mike Vimpany. 

He finished with a staggering 8-18 
return as the Winchester visitors 
were skittled for 44. 

But then it rained. 

OTs did everything in their power 
to mop up the Romsey Sports Centre 
surface but, just as their mop-up op¬ 
eration neared completion, the heav¬ 
ens opened and the County Division 1 
match was abandoned. 

Mogg now faces an anxious wait 
to see if his figures will count in the 
Hampshire League averages. 

OTs & Romsey weren’t the only 
side to suffer from the weather, but 
leaders Alton side-stepped the black 
clouds and extended their lead at the 
top with a seven-wicket win over An¬ 
dover at the Jubilee Ground. 

Spinner Tom Paul took 5-34 as An¬ 
dover, profiting from a sound start 
from Max Romer-Lee (39) and Hari 
Williams (39), dipped to 171 all out. 

Alton too thrived on their openers, 
with Andy Postles (50) and Lawrence 


Danny Mogg 

Hughes (48) providing the 110-run 
springboard for their seventh win in 
a row. 

Winning when other sides around 


you either lose or are washed out 
is perfect - and Alton were able to 
consolidate their top position as Pur- 
brook were among the clubs to be wa¬ 


terlogged. 

Significantly, they were playing 
Portsmouth & Southsea, the side one 
place below them. 

Purbrook made 186 through skip¬ 
per Martin Lee (57) and Craig Hard¬ 
ing (30), but saw their total trimmed 
and P & S left to get 151 off 41 overs. 

It proved purely academic as the 
rains came at 35-2. 

Shrewton’s bright start - they were 
among the fancied runners - has fad¬ 
ed, with Fareham & Crofton winning 
high up on Salisbury Plain. 

Former Barton Peveril student Ben 
White and Matt Gould got four wick¬ 
ets each as Shrewton were dismissed 
for 155, Fareham generously gifting 
their hosts 38 in extras! 

Sam Stothart and Viraat Sahu got 
45 each to guide Fareham home by 
seven wickets. 

The only other CD1 match to be 
completed saw Ropley beat Bishops 
Waltham by six wickets. 

Bishops’ 147 all out owed much to 
a late whirl from Harry Barrett (34) 
after knocks from former KES stu¬ 
dent Harry McGhee (29) and Andy 
Wakely (28). 

Ropley celebrated three direct-hit 
run-outs and, through inclement 
weather, saw their target reduced to 
130 off 39 overs. 

Ropley lost two early wickets be¬ 
fore South African Tim Niemand 
(59) whacked four huge sixes. 


Cup final place at stake as Calmore face up to New Milton 


CALMORE Sports host New Milton at 
Loperwood Park tomorrow (3pm) for the 
right to face Lymington in next Friday 
evening’s New Forest CA President’s Cup 
final at Bashley. 


Lymington ended Bashley’s own short 
reign as cup holders with a seven-run semi¬ 
final win, defending 109-6 (Richard Lock 
25) which owed much to Ryan Scott who 
smacked three sixes in his whirlwind 40. 


Ryan Macciocch, who hails from North- 
East Premier League club Tynemouth, 
earned a first team call-up today on the 
strength of his 5-14 return. 

But his Bashley side, having been in 


charge at 53-3, finished seven runs short, 
with Dorn Hand’s spell of 4-20 changing the 
course of the game. 

• Don’t miss Monday’s Daily Echo for 
weekend Southern League round-ups. 


All out for 
just seven 

BATSMAN Charlie Pierson 
admitted US Portsmouth’s 
bowlers had not offered any 
‘freebies’ after Ellingham 
were dismissed for just seven 
runs. 

The paltry innings set a 
record low for runs scored in 
the Hampshire Cricket 
League, surpassing the 
previous record of 11 set by 
Southampton Community in 
2012. 

Ellingham were set a 
revised target of 116 after 
their hosts had posted 120 in 
a rain-affected County 
Division One clash at Burnaby 
Road. 

Opening batsmen and 
former Wales international 
footballer Andy Jones - who 
hit eight goals for Cherries 
during the 1990-91 season - 
went for nought and matters 
barely improved. 

In fact, only three of 
Ellingham’s batsmen 
managed to score a run, with 
the four runs earned from 
wides being the biggest 
contributor to the visitors’ 
total. 

Experienced Armed Forces 
XI representative swung 
bowler John Parker, pictured, 
enjoyed the spell of his life as 
he took six for one, while one¬ 
time Bashley footballer 
Fraser Quirke posted a 
remarkable four for six, with 
Ellingham bowled out inside 
13 overs. 

Pierson, who had stepped 
up from the seconds, 
admitted it had been a tough 
day at the office for 
Ellingham’s batsmen. 

Reflecting on a remarkable 
clash, he said: “After the first 
over of the US Portsmouth 
innings it started to rain and 
we carried on for about three 
overs before going off. 

“Our opening bowlers 
couldn’t grip the ball and 
there wasn’t any swing or 
movement, and the ball was 
skidding through nicely for 
the batsmen, and they got off 
to a fairly good start. 

“As the pitch dried out 
through the innings, it got a 
lot harder to bat on and our 
second and third-team 
bowlers picked up the last 
five wickets for 10 runs. 

“We knew 116 was going to 
be a big ask to chase down 
and both their opening 
bowlers were excellent. 

“The guy who took six 
wickets (John Parker) swung 
it both ways at a good pace. 
Unfortunately, they didn’t give 
us any freebies.” 

Despite the heavy defeat, 
which saw the final eight 
wickets fall for the gain of 
just two runs, Ellingham did 
earn five bowling points for 
their efforts. 



John Parker 
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TITLE RACE IS ANYONE’S 
GAME AT HALFWAY POINT 



Andover. Standing (from left): Glyn Treagus, Matt Knight, James O’Gorman, Josh Ballantyne-Dykes, Max Souter, Babu 
Veettil, Will Arnold, Mike Adams. Front: Danny Foy, Matt Hooper, Ali Hooper. Below: Glyn Treagus in action. 



THE season is at its halfway 
point - some may argue it’s 
barely got going at all - but 
such is the evenness of the 
contest, half the sides in 
Southern Premier League Di¬ 
vision 1 could end up being 
crowned champions. 

Salisbury Athletic, relegated after 
one season in the Premier Division, 
have recently prised the yellow lead¬ 
er’s jersey from Portsmouth, writes 
Mike Vimpany. 

But though that pair has set the 
early pace, the likes of Andover, 
Bournemouth and outsiders Hook & 
Newnham Basics could easily come 
into the contest as the fixture list 
goes into its ‘back nine’ today 

Andover, despite being unable to 
field anything but a settled side, have 
started to string some results togeth¬ 
er to move into a challenging third. 

Bournemouth, with their plethora 
of spinners, will become a danger if 
they can put some runs on the board, 
while Hook underlined their poten¬ 
tial to launch a ‘second half’ chal¬ 
lenge with an emphatic win at out-of- 
sorts Basingstoke & North Hants. 

It all adds up to a fascinating next 
nine weeks - with the eventual win¬ 
ners facing the precarious, possibly 
frightening prospect of being pro¬ 
moted! Precarious? Frightening? Yes, 
sadly the overall standard of Divi¬ 
sion 1 cricket appears well below that 
of the Premier Division. 

On the face of it, none of the teams 
in the promotion frame has the play¬ 
ing strength boasted by Sarisbury 
Athletic (2014) and New Milton, the 
champion clubs of the past two sum¬ 
mers. That will be a team strengthen¬ 
ing problem for the 2016 winners to 
face over the winter. 

It shouldn’t - and probably won’t - 
affect a tasty struggle for supremacy 
which began in earnest when Ando¬ 
ver chased down Portsmouth’s 244-7 
(James Christian 78) to win by five 
wickets at London Road. 

Portsmouth, newly promoted as 
2015 SPL2 winners, won their first 
five matches and suffered the prover¬ 
bial nosebleed in the process. 

But their batting has looked vul¬ 
nerable since city university student 
Inderpal Nandra returned to play for 
Moseley in the Birmingham & Dis¬ 
trict Premier League, having aver¬ 
aged almost 80 in the three matches 
he played. Teenage West Australian 
Fraser Hay burst on the Southsea 
scene with an 88 against Totton & 
Eling, but hasn’t fired as he might 
have liked since. 

Portsmouth don’t have a batsman 
with 200 runs to his name this season. 

Andover, fuelled by a timely return 
to something approaching his old 
form by Glyn Treagus, have moved 
into third spot following an indiffer¬ 
ent start. 


Treagus has made almost 300 runs 
in his past five knocks and, with ex- 
Ilford seamer Babu Veettil snapping 
up 14 recent wickets, Andover are 
buzzing after three straight wins. 

New Zealander James O’Gorman 
has made only two half-centuries so 
far - but if and when the pitches dry 
out, he’ll surely add substantially to 
his 314-run tally in the second half of 
the summer. 

Sarisbury Athletic’s playing per¬ 
sonnel is much changed from that 
relegated after one season in the 
Premier Division, but two of the 
survivors - former Hampshire all- 
rounder Basil Akram, with 378 runs, 
and Ryan Covey (301) - are fronting 
their bid for an immediate return to 
the top table. 

But skipper Matt Journeaux doesn’t 
want any repeats of last Saturday, 
when Sarisbury lurched to 100-7 be¬ 


fore rain denied Bournemouth a po¬ 
tential victory over the SPL1 leaders. 

Talking Bournemouth, Martin 
Miller has a tasty four-pronged spin 
attack that’s the envy of every club in 
the Premier League. 

But emerging Dorset teens Jem 
Warner (19 wickets), Robbie Pack 
and Dominic Clutterbuck (who took 
4-13 at Sarisbury) need some runs 
from their teammates to play with if 
they are to be truly effective. 

In line with several of the other 
sides, Bournemouth’s batsmen have 
yet to come to the party on generally 
bowler friendly surfaces with only 
Ben Brigden (325 runs) and Jake Hur¬ 
ley (240) producing any real consist¬ 
ency. Hook & Newnham Basics were 
edged into second place by title win¬ 
ning New Milton last season. 

Minus lead wicket taker Spencer 
Champ, they struggled early season. 


Even now they’ve yet to win on 
home King George V soil, but there 
were sufficient signs in last week¬ 
end’s 91-run derby win at Basing¬ 
stoke that better times lie ahead. 

Skipper Matt Love has hit four 50s, 
but stood back as teenager Kieran 
Thomson, with a patient 57 and Nick 
Willcock, a latterly brutal 70 not out, 
took centre stage in what may prove 
a season-defining win over Basing¬ 
stoke last weekend. 

If Hook can get Ben Thane playing 
regularly, their run scoring potential 
will improve considerably, leaving it 
to spin duo Kevin Poulter and Ani- 
ket Divecha to ply their skills with 
the ball. 

That defeat really hurt Basingstoke 
- none more so than the sight of the 
Bountymen third from bottom of the 
SPL1 league table! 

Next week’s arrival of Will Phillips 
(late of Hartley Wintney and Alton) 
from Durham University will aid 
Basingstoke’s cause: former Wim¬ 
bledon all-rounder Graham Porter’s 
decision to call it a day won’t... 

Skipper Mitchell Stokes, him¬ 
self struggling with injury, has an 
enormous responsibility to arrest 
Basingstoke’s batting decline. Oc¬ 
cupation of the crease, or lack of it, 
seems a problem right down the or¬ 
der at May’s Bounty. 

Whilst five clubs will eye the 
chance of lifting the crown, the likes 
of Rowledge can never be discounted 
when it comes to pulling off the odd 
surprise. Liphook & Ripsley flew 
out of the blocks with three straight 
wins, but a form reversal has seen 
the East Hampshire club lose four in 
a row and captain Harry Munt quit. 


Players 
impress in 
county tie 

FOUR Southern Premier 
League cricketers produced 
eye-catching performances 
in the latest round of Minor 
Counties Championship 
matches played by Dorset 
and Wiltshire. 

Bashley (Rydal) spin all- 
rounder Sam Thomson, 
pictured, was probably man- 
of-the-match as Dorset beat 
Herefordshire by seven 
wickets at North Perrott. He 
made an unbeaten 63 
alongside taking seven 
wickets in the match. 

New Milton’s Tom Arnold 
(74) extended his good form 
and Bournemouth’s Chris 
Park made 50 as Dorset 
posted 307-7 to overhaul the 
visitors’ 259 all out (Thomson 
4-66). 

Then, after Tom Barber had 
taken 4-40 and Thomson 3-33, 
Herefordshire were bowled 
out for 186, Arnold hit another 
33 to help Dorset home. 

Dorset host Staffordshire in 
the Minor Counties Trophy 
semi-final at Chapel Gate, 
Bournemouth, tomorrow, 



11am. 

South Wilts teen William 
Wade celebrated his Wiltshire 
Championship debut in some 
style with an unbeaten 
second innings 83 against 
Devon - but was unable to 
save his side from a 70-run 
defeat. 

Trailing by 88 runs on first 
innings after being bowled 
out for 163 in reply to Devon’s 
251, Wiltshire were set 302 to 
win after the West Country 
side had made another 213. 

But apart from Jake Lintott 
(38), the Wiltshire batting fell 
apart around the patient 
17-year-old Wade, who hit six 
boundaries in a 190-ball stay. 
Wiltshire were bowled out for 
231 in their second innings. 

• Havant will face reigning 
West of England Premier 
League champions Frocester 
in the opening national round 
of the ECB Royal London club 
championship at Havant Park 
tomorrow (1pm). 

Frocester, second behind 
Bath in the West Premier log, 
beat Bridgwater in the 
western zone final, scoring 
204-7 and dismissing their 
hosts for 121. 

Rob Gibson’s return from 
Durham Uni will boost 
Havant’s cause. 
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Get the smile 
you've always 
dreamed of! 


Louise was a very nervous patient and 
scared of the dentist. Using sedative 
medication, which helped to take away 
Louise's anxiety and phobia, 
dental implants were placed to help 
permanently restore her new teeth using 
our Same Day Teeth procedure. 

"I used to be a very nervous patient. 

But from the first time I met the team 
I felt at ease. Thanks to their support and 
amazing skills I now have beautiful teeth 
that feel like they are part of me. 

I feel brilliant and can't thank the team 
enough." 

Louise - Same Day Teeth patient 




SAME DAY TEETH^jfe 


Book a FREE Consultation or reserve 
your place on our Discovery Days:- 

Thursday 14th & 28th July 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician, GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Tel: 01962 657 534 

www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester SQ22 6RN 


UflBGATABLG CARPGT OFFERS 

UJILTOn ROYAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £28.99m 2 NOW £15.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £11.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL AIREDALE TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £18.99 m 2 - NOW £9.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL NEW FOREST 37oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 NOW £12.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £31.99m 2 - NOW £23.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 - NOW £6.99m 2 

OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY GREAT RANGE OF 

UP TO 50% OFF COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

RINGWOOD ROAD, WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, SO40 7GY 

02380 873459 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 



Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 



Explorer unearths new 
Discovery! 


Whoever you are, and whatever vehicle 
you’re looking for, why not cast your 
eye over Exchange & Mart first? 

As the UK’s longest established 
car-buying specialists, we have an 
unrivalled presence across the UK - in 


all your local areas - so there’s more 
chance of finding just what you’re 
looking for much closer to home. 

Check us out today, and see just how 
easy finding the right car for your 
lifestyle can be. 


n 




Cl Ik 



Exchangean dMart 

www.exchangeandmart.co.uk 



bur next car is closer than you think" 


mce Trt^Ve-l M Tt use<{ to be. 
fnttfte. swne MtigicfU Mefrvprtes our SjtecifU Train 



An interesting day out to 
Cheshire 
Saturday 23 July 

The Cheshire Cat 

Pick-up stations: Eastleigh, Winchester, 

Basingstoke 

You can explore Crewe or Stockport or 
select an off-train option (* Supplementary fare payable)\ - 
O Direct Rail Services Crewe Depot Charity Open Day*; 

O The Anderton Boat Lift & Ride*; 

O Visit Tatton Park National Trust* ; or 
O Visit RHS Flower Show Tatton Park*. 

Standard Class 
First Class 

First Class Plus 
Premier Dining 

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
Call 01453 835414/834477 
Visit www.pathfindertours.co.uk 


Adult 

Junior 

Party of 4 


£85 

£42 

£320 

Tables for 4 aligned with panoramic windows 

£124 

£84 

£476 

Comfy seats at tables for 4 or 2 (with guaran¬ 
teed window seats - supplement £28 each) 

£139 

£99 

£536 

As First Class + light refreshments 

£219 

£179 

£856 

As First Class with silver service dining 


PATHFINDER TOURS 


All bookings subject to terms & conditions 
Licensed buffet open all day 
Booking Office open Mon to Fri 9:15 - 16:45 
Stag House, Giddy nap Lane, Inch brook, Stroud, GL5 5EZ 
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ATLAS 

EVERGLADE 

HOLIDAY HOME 


FROM 


PER MONTH 

k ENDS 31ST JULY 

kiSlVk See below for details* 


ASK ABOUT OUR HELP TO BUY SCHEME 


Blandford 

Forum 


Poole Bournemouth 


Rockley Park 

Holidays, Marina & Spa 


Our award-winning park is just across the water from Sandbanks, home 
to Britain’s rich and famous. With miles of sheltered sand, shingle beach 
and turquoise water to enjoy here on Dorset’s Jurassic Coast. 


Owners’ lounge and bar • Privilege Plus Card offering 15% off 

Owners’ heated outdoor pool • Owners’ Wine Club 

Owners’ private gym and health suite • Nature reserve and private beach 


OWNERS ONLY FACILITIES & BENEFITS 


We would love to show you and 
your family around. For more 
information or to arrange a visit 


ROCKLEY PARK HOLIDAY PARK, 
HAMWORTHY, POOLE, DORSET, BH15 4LZ 


New 


Forest 


Dorchester 
A3 54 


Rockley Park 


Weymouth 


Isle of 
Portland 


CALL 0333 202 1455 


VISIT ROCKLEYPARK.CO.UK 


*Representative finance example. Holiday home cash package price £26,995, less deposit of £5,400, gives a loan 
amount of £15,595. 84 monthly payments of £254.67. Total charge for credit £5,796.66. Total amount payable 
£26,791.66 which includes the deposit amount. The interest rate is 5.31% fixed. 9.9% APR (representative). 
Package price includes siting, connections, standard accessories, this year’s entry level site fees, water charges, 
rates and insurance. Bourne Leisure Limited, company regis tration no 04011660, whose registered office 
address is 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire HP2 4YL. Offer must be used by 31st July 2016. 


Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at standard UK rates 
and will be included in any inclusive minute bundles 


EVERGLADE FEATURE HIGHLIGHTS 

• Modern kitchen design • Pull out bed to lounge 

• L shaped fixed seating • Large bathroom/shower room 

• Fixed dinette • Contemporary interior 


The Atlas Everglade has a modern open plan living area, fully vaulted 
ceiling, fitted cabinets, electric fire and relaxing, co-ordinating soft 
furnishings, the Everglade-4 is a stylish great value family leisure home 























New man 
Wilson is 
on target 


EASTLEIGH began the 
countdown to the 2016/17 
season with a 2-0 friendly 
win at neighbours AFC 
Stoneham on Tuesday. 

New frontline signing 
Scott Wilson, from Weston- 
super-Mare, and Yemi 
Odubade struck in the 22nd 
and 69th minutes at the 
Elliotts Arena. 

The Spitfires had a 
number of trialists on show, 
including former England 
schoolboy international 
goalkeeper Mark Childs, 
who saved a penalty, 
Brentford striker Courtney 
Austin, and 21-year-old Josh 
Carmichael, a 6ft midfielder 
released by AFC 
Bournemouth at the end of 
last season. 

Poole-born Carmichael 
did his cause no harm with a 
bright display. 

Capped by Scotland at 
under-16 and under-19 level, 
he had loan spells with 
Gosport Borough, Welling 
United and Torquay United 
during his time with the 
Cherries, for whom he made 
four first-team appearances. 

He was handed his 
Bournemouth debut at 17, 
going on as a substitute in a 
2-0 win at Exeter in League 
One in September 2011. 

While on loan at Gosport 
he helped them to the 2014 
FA Trophy final and was in 
Alex Pike’s starting line-up 
against Cambridge United 
at Wembley. 

The Spitfires made it two 
wins out of two on 
Thursday, beating Banbury 
United 3-1 in Oxfordshire. 

Jai Reason set up the 
opening two goals - one 
turned into his own net by a 
Puritans defender and the 
other nodded in by by Yemi 
Odubade. 

Eastleigh then scored an 
own goal themselves with 
trialist Danny Burns - 
previously with Cambridge 
United - the unlucky man to 
beat ‘keeper Ross Flitney. 

But after the Spitfires had 
made wholesale half-time 
changes, LukeCoulson 
restored clear daylight 
between the teams, 
chipping the ‘keeper from a 
tight angle. 

Ahead of kick-off it was 
announced that right-back 
Joe Partington, who swept 
the board at the club 
presentation night, had 
been confirmed as captain 
for 2016/17. 
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City sign ex-Eastleigh keeper as Norris eyes move 


Dolphins boss accepts Tallack’s decision to take time off 


POOLE Town boss Tom Killick admitted he 
had no choice but to respect the decision of 
defender Lewis Tallack to take a year out of 
football. 

Tallack is not due to play a part in Dolphins’ 
forthcoming National South campaign, in¬ 
stead focusing on his career prospects off the 
pitch. 

And while Killick conceded he was disap¬ 


pointed to lose the services of Tallack, he ac¬ 
cepted the departure of the ex-Portsmouth 
youngster. 

Killick said: “Lewis is taking a year out of 
football as he has to concentrate on his work 
and studies. 

“He is still contracted to us and we hold his 
registration so he won’t be going anywhere 
else. 


“It’s a blow for us and sad for him but we 
have to respect his decision. At our level, foot¬ 
ball is secondary to your main career so we 
have to do without him. 

“It is a shame as he is really dependable 
and had experience in Conference South with 
Eastbourne before he came to us.” 

Tallack made 46 appearances in all competi¬ 
tions for Poole last season. 


Bottomley could step up 


to fill gap at centre-back 


TOWERING centre-back Ross 
Bottomley could be the man 
to replace Leigh Mills at the 
heart of Winchester City’s 
defence. 

Not for the first time, Mills wants 
time away from football and will not 
be around for the start of the new 
Southern One South & West season 
- if at all. 

Bottomley, who helped Hamble 
Club to promotion from the Hamp¬ 
shire Premier League last season, 
would be a perfect candidate to re¬ 
place him having proved his worth at 
a higher level with AFC Totton and 
Eastleigh. 

He has already been to training 
and could well appear in City’s first 
two pre-season friendlies at home to 
Alresford Town today (3pm) and Bas¬ 
ingstoke Town on July 12 (7.45pm). 

Former Swindon, Tottenham and 
England youth defender Mills first 
signed for City in the summer of 2010 
and has played on and off for them 
ever since, interspersed with spells 
Eastleigh and Blackfield. 

But the 28-year-old can be some¬ 
thing of a reluctant footballer and 
has intermittently taken time out to 
concentrate on family and work mat¬ 
ters. 

Winchester’s director of football 
Dave Malone said: “Millsy’s gone 
into his annual retirement and, as 
far as I’m aware, he’s not playing 
next season. But nothing would sur¬ 
prise me and I’m not saying he won’t 
ever come back. 

“But, for the time being, let’s just 
say he’s on a sabbatical. 


Leigh Mills in action for Winchester City last season. 


“Millsy’s one of the nicest blokes 
you could ever meet in football, but I 
don’t think he overly enjoys playing. 
He places more importance on his 
family and home life and you can’t 
criticise him for that. 


“He told us his wife’s got a job two 
evenings a week and you may have 
noticed that he didn’t play many 
midweek games for us at the back 
end of last season.” 

Bottomley has also been with 


Winchester in the past and Malone 
would like to see the big man back at 
the Denplan City Ground. 

“He was at Eastleigh for two or 
three seasons and did brilliantly,” 
he said. “He would be a big asset.” 


Winchester keeper Brendan Norris makes a save. 


WINCHESTER City this 
week made Lewis Noice 
their third summer 
signing. 

The club had previous¬ 
ly brought in in striker 
Sam Wilson from Salis¬ 
bury and attacking 
midfielder Stuart Green 
from Bognor Regis. 

And now they have 
signed former East¬ 
leigh shot-stopper Noice 
with last season’s Nol, 
Brendan Norris, eager 
to try his luck further 
up the pyramid. 

Noice was released by 
Eastleigh in May and 
had been linked with in¬ 
terest from Sydenhams 
Premier champions 


Salisbury 

This is the second 
summer running Win¬ 
chester have had to 
scour the non-League 
circuit for a new goal¬ 
keeper. 

Last year they had 
lined up Ryan Gosney 
as a replacement for 
Gareth Barfoot, but the 
ex-Follands man was 
unable to commit to the 
travelling when they 
were promoted from 
the Wessex League and 
went to Sholing instead. 

Young Canadian 
’keeper Norris, signed 
from Basingstoke Town, 
proved something of a 
revelation, although di¬ 


rector of football Dave 
Malone’s opinion is that 
he could have done with 
at least another season 
with City before mov¬ 
ing on. 

“Brendan thinks he 
should be playing at 
least Southern or Ry- 
man Premier level, but 
we weren’t prepared to 
let him go off trialling 
elsewhere on the off- 
chance that he might 
come back to us,” he 
said. “Brendan did very 
well for us, but he’s in¬ 
consistent. 

“He needs to be play¬ 
ing our level week in, 
week out for a while 
longer.” 





























